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PURPOSE: the conclusion of an Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of
Moldova on the facilitation of issuance of short-stay visas.

LEGISLATIVE ACT: Council Decision 2007/827/EC on the conclusion of the Agreement between the
European Community and the Republic of Moldova on the facilitation of the issuance of visas.

CONTENT: the main provisions of the Agreement can be summarised as follows:

- in principle, for al visa applicants, a decision on whether or not to issue a visa will have to be taken
within 10 calendar days. This period may be extended up to 30 calendar days when further scrutiny is
needed. In urgent cases, the period for taking a decision may be reduced to two working days or less;

- the visa fee for processing applications of Moldovan citizens shall amount to EUR 35. This fee will be
applied to all Moldovan visa applicants and concerns both single and multiple-entry visas. Moreover,
certain categories of persons benefit from a full waiving of the visa fee: close relatives, officials
participating in government activities, students, disabled persons, humanitarian cases, persons
participating in cultural, educational exchange programs and sport or cultural events, journalists, children
under the age of 18 and dependent children under the age of 21, pensioners, drivers conducting
international cargo and passenger transportation services, and members of the professions;

- the documents to be presented regarding the purpose of the journey have been simplified for some
categories of persons: members of official delegations, members of the professions, business people,
drivers conducting international cargo and passenger transportation services, members of train crews,
journalists, participants in scientific, cultural and sporting events, students, participants in exchange
programs, close relatives, representatives of civil society, persons visiting for burial ceremonies, persons
visiting military and civil burial grounds and persons visiting for medical reasons. For these categories of
persons, only the documents listed in the agreement can be requested for justifying the purpose of the
journey. No other justification, invitation or validation provided for by the legislation of the Member
Statesisrequired,

- there are also simplified criteria for issuing multiple-entry visas for the following categories of persons:
a) for members of national and regional Governments and Parliaments, Constitutional Court and Supreme
Court, permanent members of official delegations, spouses and children visiting citizens of the Republic
of Moldova legally residing in the Member States, business people and journalists: visas valid up to five
years (or shorter, limited to the period of the validity of their mandate or authorisation for legal residence);

b) members of official delegations, representatives of civil society, members of the professions, drivers
conducting international cargo and passenger transportation services, train crews, participants in scientific,
cultural, official exchange programs and sport events and students provided that during the previous two
years they have made good use of a 1 year multiple-entry visa and the reasons for requesting a multiple-
entry visaare still valid: visas valid for aminimum of 2 years and a maximum of 5 years are issued;

- citizens of the Republic of Moldova who are holders of valid diplomatic passports are exempted from
the visa requirement for short-stays,



- a protocol was agreed stating that Member States that do not fully apply the Schengen acquis yet, may
unilaterally recognise Schengen visas and residence permits issued to Moldovan citizens for the purpose
of transit through their territory in accordance with European Parliament and Council Decision 895/2006
/EC. A reference to the future amendment of the Decision (EC) 895/2006 for covering Bulgaria and
Romaniais added;

- a European Community Declaration is attached to the Agreement on access of visa applicants to
information and harmonisation of information procedures for issuance of short-stay visas,

- replying to the specific request formulated by the Republic of Moldova, a European Community
Declaration is attached to the Agreement on representation and the Common Application Centre in
Chisinau.

For all issues that are not covered by the Agreement, the normal Schengen rules or nationa law continue
to apply, such as the refusal of the visa, recognition of travel documents, proof of sufficient means of
subsistence, the possibility in the case of doubts to invite applicants for a personal interview in individual
cases but also the already existing flexibilities for bonafide travellers.

The specific situations of Denmark, the United Kingdom and Ireland are reflected in the preamble and in
two joint declarations attached to the Agreement. The close association of Norway and Iceland to the
implementation, application and development of the Schengen acquis is, likewise, reflected in a joint
declaration to the Agreement.

ENTRY INTO FORCE: the agreement will enter into force when the necessary formalities have been
concluded and on the same date as the parallel agreement on the readmission of persons residing without
authorisation (see CNS/2007/0182).



http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5268042
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5525332
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