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The European Parliament adopted a resolution based on the own-initiative report drafted by Lydie 
 (ALDE, FI) in response to the Commission communication on a more effective EU policy forPOLFER

the South Caucasus (Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia). The resolution was adopted by 567 votes for, 25
against and 23 abstentions. Parliament highlights the geopolitical situation of Armenia, Georgia and
Azerbaijan in relation to Russia, Iran and Turkey and the growing interest of other economic powers, such
as Russia, the United States and China, in this area. It considers it of the utmost importance, therefore, that
cooperation with the South Caucasus be given the highest priority, notleast in matters relating to energy.
It reaffirms that the principal objectives of the EU in the region are to encourage the development of the
South Caucasus countries into open, peaceful, secure and stable states, able to contribute to good
neighbourly relations in the region and to regional stability and ready to share European values and to
develop institutional and legal interoperability among themselves and with the EU. It calls on the EU to
develop a regional policy for the South Caucasus to be implemented jointly with the countries in the
region, complemented by individual bilateral policies.

Parliament makes the following points:

In the framework of the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP): Parliament stresses that the ENP
reviews and funding must be used to promote institution-building, respect for human rights, the rule of
law, democratisation and regional cooperation. It looks forward to increasingly constructive relations
being developed between the EU and the different stakeholders, particularly civil society, in the partner
countries, in order to make the ENP process more dynamic and transparent. It considers that trade policy

 in ensuring political stability and economic development leading to a reduction inis a key component
poverty in the South Caucasus, and that it is crucial for further integration between the EU and the South
Caucasus. Parliament supports the Commission's initiative to undertake a feasibility study to evaluate the
possibility of a free-trade agreement with Georgia and Armenia. Noting that Georgia has been under
massive pressure as a result of the Russian economic embargo, Parliament stresses that the speedy
conclusion of a free-trade agreement with Georgia is important in strengthening EU-Georgia relations and
relieving the country of the consequences of the Russian embargo.

Democracy, human rights and the rule of law: the Armenian authorities are encouraged to make further
progress in strengthening democratic structures, the rule of law and protection of human rights. Parliament
reiterates its serious concern about the deterioration of the human rights situation and media freedom in
Azerbaijan, and calls on the Azerbaijani authorities to prevent police violence and ensure media freedom.
MEPs reiterate their continuing support for Georgia's efforts to introduce political and economic reforms,
and express satisfaction that the overall assessment by the International Election Observation Mission was
that the presidential elections held on 5 January 2008 were in essence consistent with most OSCE and
Council of Europe standards for democratic elections.

Peaceful resolution of conflicts: finding a peaceful solution to the post-Soviet unresolved conflicts is the
key to achieving political stability and economic development in the South Caucasus. Parliament regrets
that efforts to bring the three countries of the region closer together are hampered by the persistence of
unresolved conflicts caused by territorial claims and separatism. It underlines that conflict zones are often
used as safe havens for organised crime, money laundering, drug trafficking and weapons smuggling. The
resolution welcomes the Commission's efforts to give aid and spread information to Abkhazia and South
Ossetia and supports the initiative by the EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus to open
Information Offices in both regions. It asks the Commission and the EU Special Representative to extend
the same kind of aid and information dissemination to Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenia and Azerbaijan are



urgently called upon to seize any opportunities for the peaceful resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

Parliament suggests the setting-up of a 3+3 Conference on security and cooperation in the South
Caucasus, comprising on the one hand the three South Caucasus states and on the other hand the EU, the
United States and Russia, focusing attention on the creation of the proper context in which to resolve the
unresolved post-Soviet conflicts in the region.

Energy and transport cooperation: Parliament attaches great significance to the opening of the Baku-
Tbilisi-Erzurum gas pipeline and the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline, and stresses the importance of the
Trans-Caspian energy corridor projects. However, it strongly requests the countries involved and the
Commission to in the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzerum gas pipeline and in the Trans-Caspianinclude Armenia 
energy corridor projects, in compliance with the regional cooperation objective promoted by the ENP.
MEPs reiterate their support for the creation of new infrastructure and viable transport corridors
diversifying both suppliers and routes, such as the Trans-Caspian/trans-Black Sea energy corridor and the
Nabucco pipeline, as well as the INOGATE and TRACECA projects connecting the Black Sea and
Caspian Sea regions. Parliament notes that Azerbaijan’s gas and oil reserves are estimated to be
exploitable for the next fifteen to twenty years. The Azerbaijani Government is called upon to take the
necessary steps to put in place the requisite legislative and operational framework in order to enable EU
aid in the area of renewables and energy efficiency to be put to best use.

Other remarks: lastly, MEPs ask to be better informed about the political situation and measures taken in
the area of CFSP in this region. They consider that strengthening the visibility of the EU Special
Representative for the South Caucasus is highly important.


	More effective EU policy for South Caucasus

