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The European Parliament adopted, by 539 votes to 31, against a legislative resolution amending the
proposal for a Council decision establishing a European Migration Network. The report had been tabled
for consideration in plenary by Luciana SBARBATI (ADLE, IT), on behalf of the Committee on Civil
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs.

Parliament changed the name of the organisation from European Migration Network to European
Migration and Asylum Network, stating that since the network's job is to collect and exchange
information on immigration and asylum, and this should be reflected in its acronym (EMAN rather than
EMN). The objective of the organisation is to meet information needs of Community institutions, Member
States authorities and institutions, and the general public, as well as third countries and international
organisations, on all aspects of migration and asylum, by providing information on migration, asylum and
integration, including detailed statistics showing the impact of EU legidlation.

The other main amendments - adopted under the consultation procedure - are as follows:

Extension of remit: Members introduced a series of amendments to ensure that EMAN’s remit might be
broadened to include the production of analyses and comparisons of European legislation and policies and
the implementation of European and international rules at national level, as well as the drawing up of
recommendations and conclusions. EMAN should cooperate with al involved and interested parties and
disseminate information. It should establish indicators and criteria that will help in the development of
Community activities relating to migratory statistics and to asylum (for example, data and statistics
concerning the number of legal and illegal immigrants, of returns, of asylum applications accepted and
rejected, and of countries of origin) for the purpose of harmonising such indicators and criteria at
European level, in cooperation with other competent European bodies. Parliament added that the
organisation should compile and publish the EU’ s and the Member States' migration and asylum laws and
any other relevant information on the subject (quotas, regularisations, terms and conditions to be met by
those wishing to apply for refugee status, practices and related case-law, etc.). The exchange of
information concerning requirements on the labour market in the Member States could represent a step
forward in the management of economic migrants as part of a comprehensive approach at EU level.
Furthermore, EMAN should produce analyses, assessments, recommendations and conclusions on the
implementation in the Member States of EC directives on migration and asylum and on the compliance of
national rules with European and international rules, at the request of the Commission, the European
Parliament or the Council.

Common indicators: with a view to ensuring the comparability of data at European level, the EMAN
should be able to play arolein the progressive introduction of common indicators and criteria.

Cooperation with other organisations. the EMAN should co-ordinate information and co-operate with
other relevant national, European and international governmental and nongovernmental bodies. It should
ensure that its activities are consistent and coordinated with the relevant Community instruments and
structures in the area of migration and asylum. It must establish a national migration and asylum network,
composed of a wide-range of governmental and non-governmental organisations, in particular
universities, research centres, and professional associations. EMAN cooperation with the countries in
which asylum-seekers and migrants originate and through which they transit shall ensure consistency in
the implementation of the common immigration and asylum policy. Such cooperation shall be designed to



achieve a suitable degree of cooperation with neighbouring countries in order to consolidate the European
neighbourhood policy. The EMN shall give priority to interaction with third countries of origin and transit
for migrants to the European Union.

National Contact Points. Parliament stated that the entity designated as a National Contact Point must be
neutral. The EMAN will contribute to the preparation of and approve the annual programme of activities,
including an indicative amount of the minimum and maximum budget for each National Contact Point,
which ensures that the basic costs arising from the proper functioning of the EMAN are covered, on the
basis of a draft from the Chair. The National Contact Points shall be bound by the principles of
impartiality and objectivity in all aspects of their competences. The report produced by the National
Contact Points each year must include legal developments (laws and case-law).

Publication and dissemination of results: the information exchanged, collected and compiled by the
EMAN must be published and disseminated as widely as possible, and all involved and interested parties
must be included. The content of the information publication, dissemination and exchange system must
include: a European bibliography including published and unpublished academic works, in particular
reports, brochures and conference papers; a European agenda announcing conferences and key eventsin
relation to all aspects of migration and asylum; a database into which researchers and doctoral students
may enter information on their theses and studies in progress.

Members inserted a clause stating that the Decision must be revised within a period of six months
following the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon. No later than 3 years after the entry into force of the
Decision, the Commission must present a report accompanied, if necessary, by proposals for amendments
to the decision, with aview to the possible establishment of a European Migration Monitoring Centre.

Lastly, it should be noted that the text amended by Parliament takes into account the broad views of the
Council on this matter.
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