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The Committee on Fisheries adopted the report drawn up by Cornelis VISSER (EPP-ED, NL) amending,
under the consultation procedure, the proposal for a Council regulation concerning the conservation of
fisheries resources through technical measures.

The main amendments are as follows:

Regional regulations: the Council, on a proposal from the Commission, shall, in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 37 of the Treaty, adopt the measures applicable specifically in the various
regions corresponding to the various Regional Advisory Councils (RACs).

Minimum landing size of living aquatic resources. an amendments notes that, in the case of small
pelagics (sardine, anchovy, horse mackerel and mackerel), the possibility for 10% of catches to be made
up of undersized fish shall be maintained.

Combinations of nets: the proposed regulation provides that it shall be prohibited to carry on board,
during any fishing voyage, any combination of nets of more than one range of mesh size. MEPs favour a
more flexible approach: the Council, on a proposal from the Commission, shall regulate cases where
vessels may carry on board one or more than one combination of nets of more than one range of mesh size
during the same fishing voyage. The criteria should take a number of elements into account.

Gillnets: according to MEPs, the immersion time of gillnets and trammel nets shall not exceed 24 hours
(48 hours under the proposal). Where fishing is conducted using gillnets and trammel nets, the use of
more than 40 km of nets shall be prohibited (50 km under the proposal). Moreover, the total length of all
nets deployed at any one time shall not exceed 60 km per vessel (instead of 100 km).

Towed gear: MEPs deleted the Commission’s proposal prohibiting the use of any towed gear with a mesh
size equal to or larger than 80 mm having more than 100 open meshes and less than 40 open meshes in
any circumference of the codend, excluding the joining or the selvedges.

Emergency conservation measures taken by Member States. before such measures are implemented,
the appropriate Regional Advisory Councils and the Commission shall be consulted. MEPs consider that
consultation by the Commission should take place to prevent competition distortion.

Future regulation: MEPs believe that certain important questions should be addressed by a Council
Regulation:

¢ the minimum and maximum percentages of the target species among the living aguatic resources
retained on board;

¢ the mesh size ranges admissible for each target species,

e provisions for the reduction or elimination of discards and the improvement of the selectivity of
fishing gear;



e measures concerning the restriction of fishing activities in specific periods and/or specific areas
referred to in the regulation, on the basis of the best scientific information available in order to
protect marine habitats in those areas.

Lastly, the entry into force of the regulation shall provide for a period for the adjustment of fleets and the
adoption of supplementary rules.
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