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This Commission Staff Working Document recalls the legal arguments that form the basis of the special
mechanism established by the two proposals for a regulation on the establishment of a procedure for the
negotiation and conclusion of agreements by the Member States with third countries concerning,
respectively, the applicable law in contractual and non-contractual obligations for sectoral matters, and the
competence, recognition and implementation of decisions in certain sectors of family law, including in
relation to maintenance obligations, as well as the applicable law in this area.

The Commission Services consider that the proposed procedure is legally possible and that it does not
undermine the Community acquis and the exercise of the exclusive competence of the Community,
provided that it falls within strict limits in terms of form and substance and that it remains true to the
principle of exceptionality.
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