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The Council took stock of the situation regarding the signature and ratification of the anti-
counterfeiting trade agreement (ACTA) between the EU and Australia, Canada, Japan, the Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Singapore, Switzerland and the United States.

ACTA establishes an international framework for improving the enforcement of intellectual property right
laws and creating improved international standards for action against large-scale infringements of
intellectual property. Negotiations were concluded in November 2010 and the agreement was signed by
the EU and 22 Member States in Tokyo on 26 January 2012.

On 22 February, the Commission decided to refer ACTA to the Court of Justice to verify its
compatibility with the EU treatiesand in particular with the Charter of Fundamental Rights.
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