
Comitology, follow-up to Amsterdam: 
procedures for the exercise of implementing 
powers conferred on the Commission

  1998/0219(CNS) - 10/10/2000 - Final act

COMMUNITY MEASURE : Agreement between the European Parliament and the Commission on 
procedures for implementing Council Decision 1999/468/EC laying down the procedures for the exercise 
of implementing powers conferred on the Commission. CONTENT : this supplementary final act states 
that the European Parliament is to be informed by the Commission on a regular basis of the proceedings of 
the committees involved in committee procedures. To that end, it is to receive, at the same time as the 
members of the committees and on the same terms, the draft agendas for committee meetings, the draft 
implementing measures submitted to the committees under basic instruments adopted by the procedure 
provided for by Article 251 of the EC Treaty, and the results of voting and summary records of the 
meetings and lists of the authorities to which the persons designated by the Member States to represent 
them belong. Furthermore, the Commission agrees to forward to the European Parliament, for 
information, at the request of the parliamentary committee responsible, specific draft measures for 
implementing basic instruments which, although not adopted under the codecision procedure, are of 
particular importance to the European Parliament. Once the appropriate technical arrangements have been 
made, the documents referred to in Article 7(3) of Decision 1999/468/EC will be forwarded electronically. 
Confidential documents will be processed in accordance with internal administrative procedures drawn up 
by each institution with a view to providing all the requisite guarantees. Pursuant to Article 8 of Decision 
1999/468/EC, the European Parliament may indicate, in a resolution setting out the grounds on which it is 
based, that draft measures for implementing a basic instrument adopted by the procedure provided for by 
Article 251 of the Treaty exceed the implementing powers provided for in that basic instrument. The 
European Parliament is to adopt such resolutions in plenary; it is to have a period of one month in which 
to do so, beginning on the date of receipt of the final draft of the implementing measures in the language 
versions submitted to the Commission. In urgent cases, and in the case of measures relating to day-to-day 
administrative matters and/or having a limited period of validity, the time limit will be shorter. That time 
limit may be very short in extremely urgent cases, and in particular on public health grounds. The Member 
of the Commission responsible is to set the appropriate time limit and to state the reason for that time 
limit. The European Parliament may then use a procedure whereby application of Article 8 of Decision 
1999/468/EC, within the relevant time limit, may be delegated to the parliamentary committee 
responsible. Following adoption by the European Parliament of a resolution setting out the grounds on 
which it is based, the Member of the Commission responsible is to inform the European Parliament or, 
where appropriate, the parliamentary committee responsible, of the action the Commission intends to take 
thereon. It should be noted that the European Parliament supports the aim and the procedures set out in 
Declaration No 2 of the Council and the Commission. That Declaration is aimed at simplifying 
Community implementing arrangements by bringing the committeeprocedures currently in force into line 
with those contained in Decision 1999/468/EC.
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