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The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs adopted the report by Carlos COELHO
(EPP, PT) on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
establishment, operation and use of the Schengen Information System (SIS) in the field of police
cooperation and judicial cooperation in criminal matters, amending Regulation (EU) No 515/2014 and
repealing Regulation (EC) No 1986/2006, Council Decision 2007/533/JHA and Commission Decision
2010/261/EU

The committee recommended that Parliament’s position adopted in first reading following the ordinary
legislative procedure should amend the Commission proposal as follows:

System ar chitecture: the Commission’s proposal requires all Member States to have a national copy
containing a complete or partial copy of the SIS database as well as abackup N.SIS. Given therisk to data
security, Members believe that Member States should not be required to have a national copy in order
to ensure the availability of the system. As an additional means of ensuring the uninterrupted availability
of the SIS, Members proposed that a back-up communication infrastructure be developed and used in
case of failure of the main communication infrastructure. In particular, the "CS-CIS" (containing the SIS
database) or its backup version should contain an additional copy of the SIS database and be used
simultaneously in active oper ation.

The CS-SIS and its back-up version should be installed at the technical sites of the European Agency for
the operational management of large-scale information systems in the area of freedom, security and justice
(the "Eu-LISA agency™).

Member States' responsibilities: each Member State shall designate a national authority which is
operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week and shall ensure the exchange and availability of all
supplementary information (the SIRENE Bureau). The SIRENE Bureau shall serve as single contact
point for Member States to exchange supplementary information regarding alerts.

The SIRENE Bureaux shall substantially reply to a request for supplementary information not later than
six hours after the receipt of the request. In case of alerts for terrorist offences and in cases of
alerts concerning, the SIRENE Bureaux shall act immediately.

To further increase the quality of datain SIS, the Agency should aso offer training on the use of SIS to
national training bodies and, insofar as possible, to SIRENE staff and to end-users.

Access to the system: the Commission proposal provides for increased access opportunities for a range of
European agencies such as Europol, Eurojust, and the European Border and Coast Guard Agency. The
amendments introduced aim to clarify, with regard to the existing mandates of the different agencies, the
circumstances in which it is possible to access the SIS data. It is also proposed to strengthen the
safeguards in this respect, whether in terms of prior training or logging or oversight, indicating, in
particular, the date and time of the data processing activity, the type of data processed and the name of the
person responsible for data processing.



Europol should be immediately informed by Member States of all alerts created and positive replies to
these alerts when a person or object is wanted by a Member State in relation to an offense referred to in

Directive (EU) 2017/541 the fight against terrorism.

Data security: Members specified that each Member State shall, in relation to its N.SIS, adopt the
necessary measures, including a security plan, a business continuity plan and a disaster recovery plan,
that: (i) deny unauthorised persons access to data-processing equipment and facilities used for processing
personal data; (ii) prevent the unauthorised processing of datain SIS and any unauthorised modification or
erasure of data processed in SIS; (iii) ensure that the installed system may, in case of interruption, be
restored; (iv) ensure that faults are reported and that personal data stored in SIS cannot be corrupted by
means of the system malfunctioning.

In order to prevent the piracy of SIS by an external service provider, Members proposed that Member
States cooperating with external contractors on any SIS-related tasks closely monitor contractors
activities to ensure compliance with all provisions of the Regulation, including in particular security,
confidentiality and data protection.

Data protection: access to the system should be subject to all the legal provisions applicable to national
data protection authorities and to the possibility for the supervisory authorities to verify the correct
application of the legal provisions, in particular through the evaluation mechanism of Schengen
introduced by Council Regulation (EU) No 1053/2013.

Members proposed a series of amendments that mainly aim to clarify what the applicable rules are. In
addition, a number of provisions are strengthened and brought further in line with EU data protection

framework, particularly Regulation (EU) 2016/679 and Directive (EU) 2016/680 of the European

Parliament and of the Council.

Data entered in the SIS should not reveal sensitive information about the person, such as ethnicity,
religion, disability, gender or sexual orientation.

Specific amendments regarding alerts: Members pointed out that an alert should be introduced when a
suspect is wanted in connection with an alleged terrorist offense. They also delineated the use of DNA
data and defined the circumstances in which they can accompany an alert.

Missing persons:. the category of children at risk of being abducted, including by a family member, or of
being removed from the Member State for the purpose of torture, sexual or gender-based violence or of
being victims of activitieslisted in Directive (EU) 2017/541 should be introduced in the SIS.

An aert concerning a child at risk should be entered, following a decision of the competent judicial
authority of the Member State that has jurisdiction in matters of parental responsibility where arisk exists
that the child may be unlawfully and imminently removed from the Member State where that competent
judicial authority is situated.

In the case of children subject to alerts, the executing Member State shall consult without delay the issuing
Member State including its child protection authorities in order to agree without delay and at the latest
within 12 hour s on the measures to be taken in order to safeguard the best interest of the child.

The data entered in SIS must indicate which category the missing child at risk falls into, these being: (i)
runaways, (ii) unaccompanied children in the context of migration; (iii) children abducted by a family
member.
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Investigative controls. due to their nature these should be mandatory, in full compliance with all
procedural safeguards. Members have tightened up the information requirements that Member States are
required to provide to enable the competent authorities of the executing Member State to take action.

This information should be transmitted immediately to the issuing authority when border checks or
verification, police and customs checks or other enforcement actions are carried out within a Member
State.

Entry into force of the new provisions: in order to avoid long delays, as was the case with the SIS 11
legal framework, Members proposed that the new legal framework be implemented one year after its
entry into force.
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