2016 discharge: European Training Foundation
(ETF)

2017/2156(DEC) - 12/09/2017 - Court of Auditors: opinion, report

PURPOSE: presentation of the EU Court of Auditors report on the annual accounts of the European
Training Foundation (ETF) for the financial year 2016, together with the Foundation’s reply.

CONTENT: in accordance with the tasks conferred on the Court of Auditors by the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union, the Court presents to the European Parliament and to the Council, in
the context of the discharge procedure, a Statement of Assurance as to the reliability of the annual
accounts of each institution, body or agency of the EU, and the legality and regularity of the transactions
underlying them, on the basis of an independent external audit.

This audit concerned, amongst others, the annual accounts of the European Training Foundation (ETF).
The Foundation’s task is to support the reform of vocational training in the European Union’s partner
countries.

Statement of assurance: pursuant to the provisions of Article 287 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU), the Court has audited:

¢ the annual accounts of the Foundation, which comprise the financial statements and the reports on
the implementation of the budget for the financia year ended 31 December 2016, and
e thelegality and regularity of the transactions underlying those accounts.

Opinion on the reliability of the accounts: in the Court’s opinion, the Foundation’s annual accounts
present fairly, in all material respects, its financial position as at 31 December 2016 and the results of its
operations and its cash flows for the year then ended, in accordance with the provisions of its Financial
Regulation and the accounting rules adopted by the Commission’ s accounting officer.

Opinion on the legality and regularity of the transactions underlying the accounts: in the Court’s
opinion, the transactions underlying the annual accounts for the year ended 31 December 2016 are legal
and regular in all material respects.

The report also makes a series of observations on the Foundation’s financial management, accompanied
by the latter’ s response. The main observations may be summarised as follows:

The Court’s observations:
¢ financial management: the Court highlighted once again the situation regarding the Foundation’s
premises as unsatisfactory and puts activities at risk of disruption. The situation remains at a
standstill since the Consortium that managed and occupied part of the complex went into liquidation
in 2011 and left part of the complex empty. There is an urgent need for the host country to find a
solution to this matter. Under the host agreement, appropriate facilities are guaranteed until 2027.
The Foundation’sreply:

¢ financial management: the Foundation has taken note of the Court’s report.

Lastly, the Court of Auditors' report contains a summary of the Foundation’s key figuresin 2016:



¢ Budget: EUR 21 million.
e Staff: 130 including officias, temporary and contract staff and seconded national experts.
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