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The European Parliament decided by 542 votes to 35, with 15 abstentions, to  to the Highgrant discharge
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy in respect of the implementation of
the budget of the European External Action Service (EEAS) for the 2016 financial year.

Members noted that the EEAS has continued to implement its administrative budget  without being
affected by major errors and that the overall level of error in the spending related to the ‘Administration’
budget has been estimated by the Court of Auditors at 0.2 %.

They regretted that the Court found again, as in 2015,  organisedweaknesses in procurement procedures 
by Union delegations for contracts worth less than EUR 60 000. The report acknowledged that the EEAS
undertook a series of initiatives aiming at reducing errors in procurement procedures by improving the
training, support and advice provided to the delegation staff responsible for procurement. The EEAS is
asked to continue its efforts to actively support and monitor the implementation of procurement rules and
procedures in the delegations in order to improve the overall compliance and effectiveness of their
tendering procedures and contract management.

Parliament encouraged the EEAS to take measures to  detected in reduce the high rate of anomalies ex
 verifications of financial transactions, as well as to improve the  not onlyante transparency of documents

to improve the quality of monitoring and control, but also as an efficient instrument to prevent fraud and
corruption.

Budget and financial management: Members observed that the final EEAS budget of EUR 636.1
million for 2016 was executed at 99.7 % in commitments and 87.5 % in payments as at the year-end. They
took note of the current budget breakdown, namely EUR 222.7 million for EEAS headquarters and EUR
413.4 million for the delegations.

Members underlined that the execution of the EEAS administrative budget, particularly for the
delegations, should improve in efficiency, since certain delegations have been receiving separate
contributions from the Commission from 33 different budget lines regarding the administrative costs of
Commission staff in delegations. The Commission is called on to work in cooperation with the Council
and the Parliament towards a budgetary simplification in order to improve budget management and
provide a transparent overview to Union citizens of the costs.

EEAS activities:

Members made a series of observations on the management of the EEAS and recommended it to:

continue its efforts to actively support and monitor the implementation of procurement rules and
procedures in the delegations in order to improve the overall compliance and effectiveness of their
tendering procedures and contract management;
consider the possibility of introducing    coveringglobal or regional procurement procedures
several Union delegations to replace individual low value contracts;
evaluate to what extent such an arrangement could reduce weaknesses in procurement procedures
and to inform the Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control of the result of this analysis;



encourage the EEAS to take measures to reduce this high rate of anomalies in   verificationex ante
 of financial transactions;
set up rules on   in order to distinguish between economic diplomacy and lobbying and tolobbying
secure transparency for lobbying both in the headquarters and in the delegations;
undertake an in-depth assessment of its  to allow for better implementation ofrecruitment policy
the geographical balance policy pursued by the EEAS (out of 136 heads of Union delegations, only
21 come from the 13 Member States that joined the Union after 2004);
improve its policy to prevent any form of psychological and  as well as cases ofsexual harassment,
conflict (in 2016, the EEAS Mediation Service was notified of 75 cases of conflict, harassment or
poor work environment);
continue implementing the recommendations of the Court in its special report on the EEAS’
management of its    around the world. In this regard, in 2016, the EEAS contracted abuildings
service provider to systematically monitor market information and to calculate returns on
investment against the existing renting options;
fulfil their legal obligation to send to the Parliament without delay and without requiring requests all
relevant documents related to negotiations on ;international agreements
fully implement the recommendation in cooperation with the Commission to prepare a detailed
action plan in order to enhance effectiveness of Union support to  .Palestine

Lastly, Parliament welcomed the establishment of the mission support platform to provide centralised
administrative support to  It drew attention toCommon Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) missions.
the importance of addressing the financing of the platform, with a clear and transparent framework.
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