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The Committee on Foreign Affairs adopted the own-initiative report by Charles GOERENS (ALDE, LU)
entitled ‘towards an EU external strategy against early and forced marriages - next steps’.

Child, early and forced marriages are a serious violation of human rights and, in particular, women’s
rights and have an extremely negative impact on the physical and mental health and personal development
of the individuals concerned. The  classifies forced marriage as a form of violenceIstanbul Convention
against women, and calls for the acts of forcing a child to enter into a marriage and of luring a child
abroad with the purpose of forcing her or him to enter into a marriage to be .criminalised

This problem exists not only in third countries, but in some Member States. Eliminating these practices is
one of the priorities for the EU’s external action in the field of promoting women’s rights and human
rights.

Minimum age for marriage: although some EU Member States allow marriage at 16 years with parental
consent, Members called on legislators, both in the EU Member States and in third countries, to set the
minimum uniform age for marriage at  and to adopt necessary administrative, legal and financial18 years
measures to ensure effective implementation of this requirement, for example by promoting the
registration of marriages and births and by ensuring that girls have access to institutional support
mechanisms including psycho-social counselling.

Tackling the root causes: Members stressed the importance of tackling the multiple causes of child, early
and forced marriages, including harmful traditions, endemic poverty, conflicts, customs, stereotypes, a
lack of regard for gender equality and women’s and girls’ rights, the lack of appropriate educational
opportunities, weak legal and policy responses with special attention to children from disadvantaged
communities. They called, in that regard, for the EU and its Member States to meet the objectives of the
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda to combat harmful practices, such as female genital mutilation,
more effectively and to hold those responsible to account. They supported  from theincreased funding
EU and its Member States via development aid mechanisms which promote gender equality and
education, in order to improve access to education for girls and women and strengthen opportunities for
them to participate in community development and in economic and political leadership, with a view to
addressing the causes of child, early and forced marriages.

Banning: Member States which have not already done so are called on to include a  oncomplete ban
child, early and forced marriages in their domestic legislation and to enforce penal law and to ratify the
Istanbul Convention. They stressed the importance of adequate and long-term support, for shelters for
women and refugees and unaccompanied and displaced children, so that no-one is denied protection due
to lack of resources.

Awareness raising: the Commission is called on to set up a European , including informationdatabase
from third countries, to monitor forced marriage and to initiate a wide ranging awareness-raising
campaign and to dedicate a  to the fight against child, early and forced marriages.European year

The EU is called, in the context of its foreign and development cooperation policies, to offer a strategic
 to its partners with a view to preventing and eradicating child, early and forced marriages.pact
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