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The European Parliament adopted by  296 votes to 33 with 20 abstentions a resolution on the annual
strategic report on the implementation and delivery of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Parliament recalled that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted at the UN Sustainable
Development Summit in September 2015, represents an ambitious vision for a more prosperous, inclusive
and resilient world based on the Union’s core values of democracy, participation, good governance, social
justice, solidarity, sustainability and respect for the rule of law and human rights. However, the
achievement of the SDGs represents a challenge, and the 17 goals and 169 targets require coordination
between the EU and its Member States, the European Parliament, national parliaments and regional and
local authorities, as well as a multi-level governance approach, based on active and broad-based public,
civil society and private sector engagement. Parliament noted that the UN estimates that investments of
USD  5 to  7 trillion are needed annually to achieve the SDGs, and insisted, therefore, on the need to
mobilise investments, welcoming the potential of the  in this regard.EU External Investment Plan

European leadership for universal values within a multilateral framework

Parliament welcomed the  entitled ‘Towards a Sustainable Europe by 2030’,Commission Reflection Paper
which sets out three scenarios for how the EU might take forward the SDGs. It favoured the first

 for the implementation of the SDGs by the EU and thescenario, which proposes an overarching strategy
Member States. It emphasised that the implementation of the SDGs should lead to a paradigm shift and
become the EU’s overarching long-term economic model to succeed the current Europe 2020 strategy.
The Union should renew its commitment to being a global frontrunner in implementing the 2030 Agenda
and the SDGs, and this political engagement should be reflected in the multiannual financial framework
(MFF) for 2021-2027.

Enhancing strategic EU action towards achieving the global goals

Parliament called on the Commission to:

-establish an in-depth gap analysis of existing policies and their implementation in order to identify
critical areas of synergies and incoherencies;

- clearly identify the steps to be taken by 2030 in terms of policies and legislation, statistics and
disaggregated data collection, and governance and implementation, in order to establish, by the end of
2019, a comprehensive strategy for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda;

- align programmatic, financing and operational policies, approaches and methodologies with the UN and
its partners, in order to improve effectiveness on a number of common priorities such as gender equality
and reproductive, and child health, climate change and the environment, addressing inequalities and
poverty;

- set out common indicators, benchmarks and targets, and an analysis of the distance to targets and goals,
the actions required to reach them and the means by which they will be implemented.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52018DC0644
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/beta-political/files/rp_sustainable_europe_30-01_en_web.pdf


Members stressed that ensuring tax justice and transparency, fighting tax avoidance and evasion,
eradicating illicit financial flows and tax havens and increasing domestic resource mobilisation is crucial
to the financing of the 2030 Agenda.

Parliament welcomed the publication of the second Eurostat monitoring report on sustainable
development in the EU, which represents a step forward towards the creation of a fully-fledged EU
monitoring mechanism.

Policy coherence, coordination and mainstreaming of SDGs

Parliament welcomed the adoption of the 2019  on Policy Coherence for DevelopmentCommission report
(PCD) and the attempt to better integrate PCD into  the EU approach to implementing SDGs. The
Commission was urged to adopt a follow-up action plan in line with the recommendations of the external
evaluation of PCD calling for the adoption of a clear set of rules for the implementation of the concept.
Furthermore, Members wanted the PCD to be discussed at European Council level in order to give
impetus to the implementation of its mechanisms in pursuit of the goals of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, and the EU institutions to show leadership and adapt their own governance to
allow for the mainstreaming of the SDGs within their work.

Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) and EU reporting for the UN General Assembly HLPF 2019

Parliament recalled that the United Nations High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development
(HLPF) will meet in September 2019 at summit level to take stock of the implementation of the 2030
Agenda as a whole, and at ministerial level in July 2019, to review progress on 6 of the SDGs, and
annually thereafter in order to conduct progress reviews of the goals not reviewed under the 2019 thematic
review. Members strongly supported the Union’s commitment to completing a voluntary review at the
HLPF, and expected the Union to play a leading role in the summit. They noted that progress made by
Member States varies depending, among other factors, on the SDG in question, national priority
objectives and targets. The SDGs are highly interlinked and that an integrated and comprehensive
systemic approach to their implementation should be pursued.

Focus on the SDGs under the upcoming in-depth review at the HLPF 2019

Members welcomed the upcoming in-depth review of SDGs 4 (quality education), 8 (decent work and
economic growth), 10 (reduced inequalities), 13 (climate action), 16 (peace, justice and strong
institutions) and 17 (partnerships for the goals) and expected the Union to contribute comprehensively to
the review in full.

They made observations on the attainment of these SDGs, stressing the need for greater investment to
improve the quality of education and accelerated progress towards reducing growing disparities and
promoting equal opportunities for all. Parliament stated also that there should be:

- further contributions towards achieving SDG 8, including improvements to productivity capacities,
revenue generation, industrialisation, sustainable consumption and production patterns, trade, private
sector development, business environments, infrastructure and tourism.

- communication strategies and activities to increase public and political support for climate action and to
raise awareness of the co-benefits of fighting climate change, such as improved air quality and public
health.

Parliament called for a EU budget that gives sustainable development the status of a primary objective,
recalling at the same time that the fight against fraud and tax evasion is an issue of solidarity development.

https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/sites/devco/files/swd_2019_20_pcdreport.pdf
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