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The Committee on Regional Development adopted the report by Younous OMARJEE (GUE/NGL, FR)
on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Council
Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 in order to provide financial assistance to Member States to cover serious
financia burden inflicted on them following a withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union without
an agreement.

As a reminder, the Commission has proposed to amend the Regulation on the European Union Solidarity
Fund in order to add Brexit to the circumstances justifying the disbursement of the Fund (the Fund
currently covers only natural disasters).

The committee recommended that the European Parliament's position, adopted at first reading under the
ordinary legidlative procedure, should amend the Commission’s proposal as follows:

Under the proposal, the Fund could also be triggered at the request of a Member State when that Member
State faces a heavy financial burden resulting directly from the United Kingdom's withdrawal from the
Union without agreement.

Members specified that the assistance shall be used to mitigate serious financial burden, inflicted or to be
inflicted on the Member States in preparation for, or as a direct consequence of, the withdrawal of the
United Kingdom from the Union without an agreement.

The available appropriations for this goal shall be limited to 30 % of the maximum available amount for
the Fund intervention for the years 2019 and 2020. Such assistance shall cover a part of the additional
public expenditure incurred exclusively between 1 January 2019 and 31 December 2020 in preparation
for, or as a consequence of, awithdrawal without an agreement.

A Member State shall be eligible to apply for assistance under this Article, if the financial burden it has
suffered is estimated to be either over EUR 750 million (EUR 1.5 hillion according to the proposal) in
2011 prices, or more than 0.15 % of its GNI. Such assistance may be used, for example, to provide
support to businesses and workers affected by the withdrawal without an agreement.

The responsible national authorities of a Member State may submit a single application to the
Commission for a financia contribution from the Fund by 30 June 2020 at the latest. The Commission
shall develop, by 31 December 2019, guidelines on how to effectively access and implement the Fund.

Assistance from the Fund shall be awarded to the Member States meeting the eligibility criteria, at arate
of up to 10 % (as opposed to 5%) of the inflicted financial burden, and within the limits of the budget
available.



The Commission, on the one hand, and the European Parliament and the Council, on the other hand, shall
endeavour to minimise the time taken to mobilise the Fund and shall commit to proposing, in as short a
time as possible, a purpose-made instrument to tackle such emergency.

Expenditure eligible for financing under the European Globalisation Adjustment Fund shall not be
financed under this Regulation.
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