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The Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety adopted the report by Marlene
MORTLER (EPP, DE) on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council
amending Regulation (EU) 2017/852 of the European Parliament and of the Council on mercury as
regards dental amalgam and other mercury-added products subject to manufacturing, import and export
restrictions.

The committee responsible recommended that the European Parliament's position adopted at first reading
under the ordinary legidlative procedure should amend the proposal as follows:

Dental amalgam

The report stated that considering the availability of mercury-free alternatives, the affordability of
alternative materials and the current transition to mercury-free fillings in many Member States, it is
appropriate to prohibit the use of dental amalgam for dental treatment of all members of the population,
whilst maintaining the possibility of using dental amalgam for patients with specific medical needs.

From 1 January 2025, dental amalgam should not be used for dental treatment of any member of the
population, except when deemed strictly necessary by the dental practitioner based on duly justified
specific medical needs of the patient.

Waste

Mercury-added products that are still in circulation and that can no longer be used should be considered
waste and should be collected separately and in an environmentally sound manner.

Restriction on the manufacture and export of certain mercury-added lamps

Mercury-added products such as linear triband phosphor lamps for general lighting purposes that are not
aready covered by Annex |1, as well as non-linear triband phosphor lamps, should be subject to a ban on
manufacture, import and export from 31.12.2025 (instead of 31.12.2027).

The report stated that significant co-benefits can be achieved by phasing out the export of mercury-added
lamps as soon as possible, given that mercury-free alternatives are more energy-efficient and would
therefore prevent tonnes of CO2 emissions from being rel eased.

Report and review

Members suggested that by 30 June 2024, and every two years thereafter, Member States should report to
the Commission on planned and implemented measures to reduce mercury emissions and releases from
crematoria. By 31 December 2025, the Commission should report to the European Parliament and to the
Council on the reduction of mercury emissions and releases from crematoria on the basis of the reporting
and, where appropriate, draft guidelines on the abatement technologies to control and reduce mercury
emissions and releases from crematoria.



By 30 June 2026, the Commission should submit a report assessing the feasibility of withdrawing the
exemptions for the use of dental amalgam, by 2030. That report should also outline the impact on the
health of patients generally and patients dependent on amalgam fillings.

At the latest by 31 December 2026, the Commission should report to the European Parliament and to the
Council on:

- the implementation and enforcement of the Convention including as regards the phase-out of mercury in
cosmetics by 2025 by the Parties to the Convention and controlling and eliminating the manufacturing,
import and export of mercury compounds for illegal practices within the Union and globally;

- the need to phase out remaining mercury uses, such asin lighthouses and porosimetry;

- the necessity to expand the list of mercury waste sources.
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