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Recalling the various stages involved in the run-up to the signature of the Europe Agreements by the 
Council of Ministers in June 1995, Commissioner van den Broek noted that, in comparison to the 
agreements concluded with the CEECs, these Agreements provided for cooperation in the fight against 
crime. A series of measures, including special regional assistance, had been implemented to prepare for 
their pre-accession strategy, even before ratification of the Europe Agreements by the countries in 
question. The Commissioner thus called on the European Parliament to approve this Agreement in order 
to eliminate any obstacles to the launch of the pre-accession strategy.
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