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The Council held an open debate on the subject of food safety and the future European Food Authority on
the basis of the proposal on the matter submitted by the Commission. From the debate it emerged that in
general the delegations felt there was an urgent need to act on this proposal, the overall approach of which
they endorsed. The debate also showed broad agreement on the fact that high-level, independent,
transparent assessment of risksto health is vital to effective risk management and hence to ensuring that
the responsible authorities take the right decisions at the right time. The Food Authority ought therefore to
make a useful contribution to the safety of the food supply and consequently to crisis prevention. It was
felt that in crisis situations it would be for the Food Authority - by means of its scientific opinions - to
advise the Commission and the Member States as fully and as swiftly as possible on the emergency
measures to be taken.
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