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The Economic and Social Committee recommends support for renewable energies as a means of ensuring
sustainable development. The Union needs a programme of research and marketing support comparable to
the very significant programme of investment and market-oriented support for renewables exportsin the
USA. Financia incentives are needed to accel erate the penetration of renewables, with coordination
within the Union so that stable and predictable market conditions are created for energy product and
services companies, their investors and customers. Priority should be given to promoting the market for
renewables in developing countries. In the short to medium term, a parallel aim should be to promote
energy efficiency, which should be a priority for the 5th framework programme. Thereis aneed for an
R&D programme planned to improve the efficiency and price of renewable energy technology. Policy
should recognize that public utilities have an important part to play both in encouraging rational energy
use as well as developing and acquiring renewable energy supplies.
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