
EC/Turkey relations: implementation of 
measures to intensify customs union

 1998/0299(CNS) - 24/11/1999

The committee adopted the report (consultation procedure) by Philippe MORILLON (EPP/ED, F) 
amending the Commission proposal for a regulation on the implementation of measures to intensify the 
customs union with Turkey. The amendments stated that the Luxembourg Council had confirmed 
Turkey's eligibility for accession on the basis of the criteria applicable to all applicant states and stressed 
the importance of human rights, the promotion of democratic practices and the involvement of civil 
society in this process. The report called on the Commission, before implementing the actions provided 
for in the regulation, to draw up a list of priorities and refer its indicative programme to the bodies set up 
by the EU-Turkey association agreement (in particular the joint parliamentary committee). It also said that 
where there were obstacles to the implementation of projects, operations and measures, especially in the 
areas of democracy, human rights and the protection of minorities, the Council, acting by a qualified 
majority on a proposal from the Commission or Parliament, may decide to suspend all cooperation under 
the regulation.
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