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PURPOSE : to analyse and to set out the possibilities of the existing Community legal framework with 
regard to the integration of environmental considerations in public procurement, offering thus to public 
purchasers the possibility to contribute to sustainable development. CONTENT : achieving sustainable 
development in practice requires that economic growth supports social progress and respects the 
environment, that social policy underpins economic performance, and that environmental policy is cost-
effective. As stated in the Commission Communication of May 2001 on "A Sustainable Europe for a 
Better World: A European Union Strategy for Sustainable Develoment" to be presented to the meeting of 
the European Council in Gothenburg in June 2001, Member States should consider how to make better 
use of public procurement to favor environmentally-friendly products and services. The present 
Communication is a contribution to that end. The objective of this document is to analyse and to set out 
the possibilities of the existing Community legal framework with regard to the integration of 
environmental considerations into public procurement. The introduction of further possibilities that go 
beyond the ones offered by the existing legal framework requires intervention from the Community 
legislator. Existing environmental and other legislation, either Community legislation or national 
legislation compatible with Community law, is binding upon contracting authorities and may have an 
influence on the choices to be made and the specifications and criteria to be drawn up by contracting 
authorities. The main possibilities for "green purchasing" are to be found at the start of a public purchase 
process, namely when making the decision on the subject matter of a contract. These decisions are not 
covered by the rules of the public procurement directives, but are covered by the Treaty rules and 
principles on the freedom of goods and services, notably the principles of non-discrimination and 
proportionality. The public procurement directives themselves offer different possibilities to integrate 
environmental considerations into public purchases, notably when defining the technical specifications, 
the selection criteria and the award criteria of a contract. In addition, contracting authorities may impose 
specific additional conditions that are compatible with the Treaty rules. Public contracts not covered by 
the public procurement directives are subject to the rules and principles of the Treaty. Here, it depends on 
national law whether contracting authorities have further possibilities for "green purchasing".
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