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In line with the previous strategy papers from the Commission which aim to set out the steps to be 
followed for the next enlargement, the Commission has puslished a new general document which sets out 
the progress made by all of the candidate countries with regard to accession to the European Union. If, on 
the one hand, certain countries have made substantial progress, considerable efforts still have to be made 
in order to ensure the effective application of EU legislation and standards ("acquis communautaire") 
before their accession. This is why the Commission announces that it shall present an important action 
plan in order to help the candidate countries strengthen their institution building capacities. The 
negotiations are conducted on the basis of the existing acquis, applying the principles of own merits and 
catching-up. It shall continue to follow the road map (please refer to the previous Commission working 
document for the year 2000) and the calendar approved by the European Council, which foresees the 
conclusion of the negotiations with the better prepared candidate countries before the end of 2002. In this 
context, the Union does not create new conditions for accession, which signifies that for all the subjects to 
come (in particular those which bare important financial implications such as agriculture, regional policy 
and the budget, shall be dealt with throughout the first semester of 2002), the Commission shall present 
negotiation proposals based on the acquis and the existing budgetary framework. The Commission 
considers that this framework provides a sufficient basis for the accession of up to 10 new Member States 
in 2004. The accession negotiations can be concluded independently of decisions for financing the EU 
after 2006. Given the present pace of negotiations and the progress made so far, the Commission should 
be able to make recommendations on those candidate countries ready for accession on the basis of its 
2002 Regular Reports. It should also be noted that the countries which should be ready for accession on 
this date may be able to participate as Members of the Union in the 2004 European Parliament elections. 
In addition, it should be noted that the Commission's important action plan aiming to reinforce institution 
building should mobilise EUR 1 billion for the year 2002 alone (drawn mostly from the PHARE 
programme). In conclusion, the Commission announced that from November 2002, the Regular Reports 
that it presents shall identify which candidate countries are ready to become full Members of the European 
Union. The countries which do not conclude the negotiations in 2002 shall become subject to a new 
updated road map and eventually, a revised pre-accession strategy.
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