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A report backing further Community structural support for Ireland was unanimously adopted. Noting that
the first phase of the support framework (1989-1993) had made a significant contribution to Ireland's
development, the report by Mr Gerard COLLINS (UFE, IRL) endorsed the increase in resources for the
second phase (1994-1999), which is already under way. It also agreed with the main priorities of the
support framework, ie. strengthening the productive sector and devel oping human resources. The report
stressed the need for measures to combat the current high level of unemployment in Ireland, such as
investment in training and education and measures to help women to enter the labour market. To boost
Ireland's future economic development, the report called for measures to develop its agriculture, to
modernize its fisheries industry and to support the creation of ayear-round tourist industry. Finally, the
report pointed out that Ireland's GNP would be roughly on par with the Community average by 1999,
which means that the country as a whole would no longer be eligible for Objective 1 funds, which are
intended for regions whose development islagging. While Ireland is currently treated as a single region,
the report makes clear that some parts of the country will still need Objective 1 fundsin 1999. To ensure
that such areas are still eligible for this help, the rapporteur suggested that one solution could be to create
severa regionsin Ireland. The report also called for a new approach to defining eligibility for Objective 1
assistance by including unemployment as a priority criterion.
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