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Parliament adopted own-initiative report by Marie-Hélene AUBERT (Greens/EFA, FR) on the European
action plan for organic food and farming by 527 votes in favour, 8 against and 7 abstentions. (Please refer
to the document dated 03/02/2005).

On the issue of research, Parliament suggests that in the European research framework programme,
organic farming as a production method should be recognised as a priority, as should the coexistence of
organic with conventional and genetically modified crops and assessment of the impact of the
technologies that pose athreat to this production method, including environmentally directed research on
selection, with regard to both crop species and farm animals.

Parliament stresses that the definition of organic farming must relate not only to the production method
but also to a set of agricultural practices which guarantee respect for the environment and biodiversity,
and enable the production of healthy, high-quality foodstuffs. Acceptance must be gained for this
definition of organic farming in international fora in order to safeguard the specificity of the organic
farming industry in the context of international trade.

Lastly, Parliament considers it regrettable that the Commission presents no concrete financial measures
relating to the organisation of distribution channels, and calls for support, including financial support, to
be given in the framework of the structuring of production, processing and marketing.
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