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The Council adopted the following conclusions on the Beijing Platform for Action.

In particular, it :

- emphasises the need to take concrete steps both to implement gender mainstreaming and in support of
specific actions to achieve gender equality;

- encourages Member States and the Commission to develop methods and tools for gender mainstreaming,
such as gender budgeting, gender audit and gender impact assessment as a priority for the future and to
further develop gender expertise and gender training;

- underlines the importance of enhanced dialogue and cooperation with civil society and the social
partners;

- invites the Member States and the Commission, in connection with activities under the programme for
equality between women and men, the work of the future European Institute for Gender Equality and
other Community activities, to continue to focus on the critical areas of concern mentioned in the Beijing
Platform for Action;

- invites Member States and the Commission to support, encourage and disseminate research and to
continue to improve the collection and compilation of timely, reliable, comparable data disaggregated by
sex on the multiple factors that affect the full enjoyment by women of their civil, political, economic,
social and cultural rights, including their right to development, and on violations that are particular to
women and girls; to disseminate the findings and to use data thus collected to set time-bound targets and
to assess the implementation of the human rights of women;

- invites Member States and the Commission to strengthen institutional mechanisms and to create a
framework to assess the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action in order to create a more
consistent and systematic monitoring of progress;

- invites the Commission to include the assessment of relevant indicators, developed for the follow-up of
the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action, in its annual report to the Spring European Council;

- confirms the mission of the high-level group on gender-mainstreaming established by the Commission to
follow up the Beijing Platform for Action in the Council and to ensure gender mainstreaming in Council
formations;

- stresses the importance of strengthening the link between the implementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women and its Optional Protocol, the Beijing Platform
for Action, the Cairo Programme of Action, the Copenhagen Declaration and Action Programme, the
Millennium Declaration and the Millennium Development Goals and emphasises the need to adopt, at
European level, a coherent approach towards these different objectives which are reinforced mutually.



Lastly, Member States and the Commission are urged to ensure that the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action and the Cairo Programme of Action are fully integrated into the preparation for, and the
outcome of, the Millennium Summit in September 2005. Moreover, a gender perspective should be fully
taken into account during the high-level review of the Millennium Declaration and integrated through the
seven strategic priorities identified in the Millennium Projects in order to empower women and meet the
Millennium Development Goals.
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