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The Council heard an update from the Commission on the state of the negotiations, ahead of the Hong
Kong Ministerial Conference. It recalled its conclusions of October 18, 2005 and in particular the
commitment by the Commission that the Council is fully informed of the developments in the
negotiations, and that its action remained in line with the mandate it has received from the Council. In this
context, the Council welcomes confirmation by the Commission that cotton will be dealt with in
negotiations on the basis of the 30 July 2004 Framework Agreement.

The Council reconfirmed the objective of a comprehensive, balanced and ambitious agreement within and
across all the main elements of the Doha Agenda. In light of its commitment to the needs of developing
countries, and in particular least developed countries, the Council expressed its support for an ambitious
development package at Hong Kong.

The Council confirmed that it would meet in special session throughout the Conference in order to provide
the Commission with any further necessary guidance in the final stage of the negotiations and, in
accordance with its practice, take a position on any draft WTO ministerial Declaration resulting from the
negotiations, and take any necessary decisions in this connection.
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