Lifelong learning: integrated action programme
comprising Comenius, Erasmus, L eonardo da
Vinci and Grundtvig programmes and the Jean
Monnet programme

2004/0153(COD) - 24/05/2006
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budgetary discipline and sound financial management

The conclusion on 17 May 2006 by the Commission, the Council and the European Parliament of the
agreement on the 2007-2013 financial framework (Interinstitutional Agreement on budgetary discipline
and sound financial management — please refer to procedure ACI/2004/2099) marks a real success for
Europe, providing a stable financial framework for the political priorities of the enlarged Union for the
next seven years. It is now up to the institutions and Member States to ensure that the financial resources
available are used and implemented as well as possible. Action at European level must contribute true
added value to that taken at national, regional or local level and must have an optimum impact on each
European player. The Commission isready to play afull rolein al these areas.

The agreement marks a decisive step forward towards the ultimate objective of providing the Union with
operational programmes by the beginning of 2007. Work must now be continued on each legidative act.
To this end, the Commission intends to continue to provide momentum and act as a facilitator, as it has
been doing since the start of the negotiations.

As part of the negotiations on the 2007-2013 financial framework, in October 2005 the European
Parliament, the Council and the Commission adopted a joint declaration in which they undertook to
continue work on the legislative proposals currently being discussed and then, once the interinstitutional
agreement had been adopted and on the basis of amended proposals by the Commission, to reach
agreement on each of these proposals. Thus, in accordance with Article 250(2) of the EC Treaty and in

order to facilitate this phase for each legidative act, the Commission has adopted a total of 30 proposals,
26 of which are amended and 4 new.

The proposals amended as a result of thellA are asfollows:

Programmes concerning the external policy of the Union and devel opment cooperation:

@ COD/2004/0219 (European Neighbourhood and Partner ship Instrument)

@ COD/2004/0220 (development co-oper ation and economic co-oper ation instrument)
Solidarity and Management of Migration Flows Programme (JHA):

@ COD/2005/0046 (European Refugee Fund)

@ COD/2005/0047 (External bordersfund, 2007-2013)

@ COD/2005/0049 (European Return Fund)



Fundamental Rightsand JusticeProgramme (JHA):

@ COD/2005/0037/A(DAPHNE)

@ COD/2005/0037/B (drugs prevention and infor mation)

RDT Framework Programme and specific programmes :
COD/2005/0043 (RDT Framework Programme)
CNS/2005/0044(Nuclear Research Programme)
CNS/2005/0184 (Joint Resear ch Centre - JRC)

CNS/2005/0185 (Transnational cooper ation specific programme)
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@ CNS/2005/0186 (Specific programme I deas, frontier research)
@ CNS/2005/0187(Specific programme supporting resear chers)
@ CNS/2005/0188 (RDT Capacities specific programme)
@ CNS/2005/0189 (specific programme direct actions by the Joint Resear ch Centre JRC)
@ CNS/2005/0190 (fusion energy, nuclear fission and radiation protection specific programme)
Employment and social cohesion Programme: COD/2004/0158
e Programmesin the fields of youth and education:
@ COD/2004/0152 (Y outh)
@ COD/2004/0153 (Education — lifelong lear ning)
e Consumer Protection and Public Health Framework programme:
@ COD/2005/0042/A (Public health)
@ COD/2005/0042/B (Consumers)
e Programme in the fields of energy, environment and transport :
@ COD/2004/0218 (LIFE+)
@ COD/2004/0154 (TransEuropean networksin the areas of energy and transport)
@ CNS/2004/0221 (Decommissioning of the Bohunice nuclear plant)

e GALILEO (radio-navigation by satellite): COD/2004/0156

In terms of new proposals, the Commission has already submitted three in the area of agriculture and
rural development policy and fisheries and aquaculture policy:



@ CNS/2006/0081 (fisheries and aquaculture)
@ CNS/2006/0082 (rural development)
@ CNS/2006/0083 (common agricultural policy).

Certain legidative acts do not form part of this package of measures, in particular those on which political
agreement has been reached since 17 May. For these measures, the Commission has played a full part in
helping to bring about agreement between the arms of the legislative authority. The same applies to the
acts for which conclusion of the interinstitutional agreement does not modify the Commission’s original
proposal. For all the others, which are included in the package presented, the changes proposed by the
Commission take account of the content of the interinstitutional agreement adopted, either in a ssimplified
form, where the financial resources allocated to each programme must be adapted, or in a more detailed
form where the structure or even the content of the act must be revised. It should also be noted that four of
the amended proposals contain amendments already voted on by the European Parliament at first reading
and that one proposal has been divided into two amended proposals in response to a request by the
Council and the European Parliament, although Parliament has not yet proceeded to a first reading of this
proposal.

Based on these amended proposals, the Commission calls on the European Parliament and the Council to
continue their discussions of these proposals and conclude them as soon as possible in order to ensure that
al the legal instruments are available in time for the effective launch of the programmes in January 2007.
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