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On the basis of a Presidency questionnaire, the Council held a public exchange of views on sustainable
transport policy and climate protection.

The debate was conducted in the light of the European Council meeting of 8 and 9 March, which focused
among other points on reducing energy consumption and strengthening climate protection.

The intention of the exchange of views was to gather opinions of Transport Ministers on concrete actions
for reducing energy consumption and emissions in all transport modes. In general, Ministers underlined
that transport should play an active role in questions related to energy efficiency and climate protection.

The debate focused first of all on the  and on how consumers can be stimulated to changeconsumer side
their driving behaviour in a more environmentally friendly way. In discussing means to promote a more
environmentally friendly transport behaviour, several proposals were brought forward. It was recognised
that consumers should be better informed, in particular by using awareness raising campaigns, promoting
eco driving and labelling energy efficient cars and environmentally-friendly fuels, such as alternative
fuels. Furthermore, Ministers underlined the effectiveness of financial incentives for using cleaner
vehicles or fuels.

The Council addressed the development of ,energy consumption emissions in maritime transport
inland navigation and rail transport. While highlighting their energy efficiency compared to road
transport, Ministers underlined the need to further improve the environmental performance of these modes
of transport. Concrete measures that were put forward included stimulating technological innovations,
devising quality standards for fuels and engines and establishing emission norms, where needed taking
due account of the international context.

The Presidency intends to organise a follow-up to this discussion on sustainable transport and climate
protection at the TTE Council in June.
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