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Multiannual guidance programmes MAGP for fishing fleets at the end of 
1997 (regul. 3699/93/EEC). Annual report

  1999/2112(COS) - 27/04/1999 - Non-legislative basic document

PURPOSE : presentation of the annual report from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on the results of the multi-annual 
guidance programmes (MAGP IV) for the fishing fleets at the end of 1997. CONTENT : as well as describing the evolution of fleet capacity and fishing 
effort during the first year of the MAGP IV, the report describes the way in which the objectives of the MAGP IV were derived from those of MAGP III. 
The measurement of vessel capacity and fishing effort is also described. During 1997, the Community fleet was reduced by 48366 GT and 174688 kW, 
or by approximately 2% in tonnage and 3% in power. At 01/01/1998, the Community fleet was already approximately 16% below the final MAGP IV 
objectives in terms of tonnage and 7% below the MAGP IV objectives in terms of power. The degree to which the programmes have been respected 
varies enormously from Member State to Member State. However, only two countries had failed to meet the objectives of the MAGP III by the end of 
1997, namely France and the Netherlands (the results for Italy could not be included in the report). The results presented in the report are based on the 
assumption that the various parameters used to caculate the MAGP IV objectives have been measured correctly. They also assume that the various 
fishing effort regimes are being implemented and will continue to be implemented throughout the period of the programme. From the results of the 
series of missions undertaken during 1998 to verify these assumptions, it is already clear that the programmes of some Member States will need to be 
revised during the first quarter of 1999.

Multiannual guidance programmes MAGP for fishing fleets at the end of 
1997 (regul. 3699/93/EEC). Annual report

  1999/2112(COS) - 20/01/2000 - Text adopted by Parliament, single reading

In adopting the report by Mr Cunha (EPP/ED, P), the European Parliament approves the annual report to the Council and to the European Parliament 
on the results of the multiannual guidance programmes for fishing fleets at the end of 1997. The European Parliament : - recognises that the coercive 
measures hitherto in existence to ensure compliance with the objectives of the MAGPs, such as initiating infringement proceedings or refusing to grant 
aid for the renewal and modernisation of the fleet, do not appear to have proved effective in that they have not encouraged the Member State fleets to 
meet the objectives set; - is concerned at the conduct of some Member States, which have been negligent in supplying reliable data on the state of 
their fleets and show scant interest in taking suitable measures to reduce capacity in line with the objectives envisaged in the MAGPs; - calls on the 
Commission and Member States to adopt stable and durable criteria for vessels measurement and fleet segmentation, so as to ensure that the 
evolution in the respective fleets and the content of the fishing vessel register of the Community can be established clearly and precisely in the course 
of the successive periods covered by the multiannual guidance programmes, since their excessively variable nature, a typical feature in recent times, 
facilitates with the MAGP objectives; - calls on the Commission to step up its efforts to ensure that the criteria employed in measuring the tonnage and 
power of vessels in each Member State are standardised, so as to ensure that the effort to reduce capacity is spread evenly across the various fishing 
fleets in the Union; - calls on Member States, as a matter of urgency, to undertake a measurement of the capacity of the fleet in accordance with the 
criterai laid down in Council Regulation (EC) No 3259/94 and Commission Decision 95/84/EC, a procedure which should have been implemented in 
1995; - urges the Commission to submit proposals without delay on harmonising provisions on the power of vessels, so as to ensure that the state of 
all fleets can be compared on the basis of homogeneous criteria; - calls on the Commission, in accordance with the unanimous opinion of the Advisory 
Committee on Fisheries as expressed in its report on the revision of fisheries policy after 2002, to contract one or more independent certification 
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institutes to check the data of the Member States on tonnage and power; - urges the Commission to pursue the measures introduced to compel 
Member States to comply with the provisions on the reduction of the fleet contained in the MAGPs, as regards both withholding public funds for the 
renewal and modernisation of the fleet and initiating legal proceedings at the Court of Justice; - urges the Council and Commission to review the 
system of penalties in force in the event not only of failure to comply with the objectives of the MAGPs but also of repeated delays or failure to submit 
data on the Member States's fleets, so as to provide effective sanctions, such as a temporary reduction in the quotas for a Member State found to be in 
breach of those objectives or failing to meet the deadlines forsubmitting data; considers that retaining the relative stability principle should not serve as 
a pretext for the failure of Member States to honour their obligations.
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