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Products of animal origin intended for human consumption: animal-health 
rules

  2000/0181(CNS) - 16/12/2002 - Final act

PURPOSE : to lay down the animal-health rules governing the production, placing on the market and importation of animal origin intended for human 
consumption. COMMUNITY MEASURE : Council Directive 2002/99/EC laying down the animal health rules governing the production, processing, 
distribution and introduction of products of animal origin for human consumption. CONTENT : this Directive lays down the general animal health rules 
governing all stages of the production, processing and distribution within the Community and the introduction from third countries of products of animal 
origin and products obtained therefrom intended for human consumption. This text forms part of a series of proposals (4th proposal) on food hygiene, 
presented by the Commission in 2000 (please refer to the previous text). This Directive consists in particular of a consolidation of provisions taken 
elsewhere in the field of veterinary public health in order to introduce a greater transparency in the structure of Community legislation. ENTRY INTO 
FORCE : 12/02/2003. TRANSPOSITION : 01/01/2005.

Products of animal origin intended for human consumption: animal-health 
rules

  2000/0181(CNS) - 14/07/2000 - Legislative proposal

PURPOSE : to present a proposal for a Council Regulation laying down the animal-health rules governing the production, placing on the market and 
importation of animal origin intended for human consumption. CONTENT : the proposed legislation lays down the animal-health rules governing the 
placing on the market of and imports from third countries of products of animal origin. The marketing of products of animal origin must not result in the 
spreading of diseases transferable to animals. To that effect, the following rules shall be complied with: 1) products of animal origin shall be obtained 
from animals which fulfil the animal health conditions laid down by the relevant Community legislation; 2) products of animal origin shall be obtained 
from animals: a) which come from a holding, territory or part of a territory or, in the case of aquaculture products, from a farm, zone or part of a zone, 
not subject to animal health restrictions applicable to the animals and products concerned, and in particular restrictions under the rules referred to in 
Annex I or other disease control measures imposed by Community legislation; b) which were not slaughtered in an establishment in which animals 
infected, or suspected of being infected with one of the diseases covered by the rules referred to above, or carcases of such animals, were present at 
the time of slaugther; 3) notwithstanding part 2 and subject to compliance with the disease control measures referred to in Annex I: a) the marketing of 
products of animal origin coming from a territory or part of a territory subject to animal health restrictions but which are not coming from a holding which 
is infected or suspected of being infected shall be permitted provided, as the case may be, that: - the products, before being submitted to the treatment 
referred to hereunder, are obtained, handled, transported and stored separately from or at different times than products fulfilling all animal-health 
conditions; - the products have undergone a treatment sufficient to eliminate the animal-health problem concerned; - the treatment is applied at an 
establishment approved for that purpose by the Member State where the animal-health problem occurred; - the products which must be submitted to a 
treatment are properly identified. Furthermore, official controls shall be carried out by the competent authorities of the Member States to ensure 
compliance with this Regulation, its implementing rules and any safeguard measures applied to products of animal origin, pusuant hereto. With regard 
to Community audits and inspections, experts from the Commission may, in cooperation with the competent authorities of the Member States, make 
audits and/or inspections at all stages in the production and marketing of products of animal origin as well as on the organisation and functioning of the 
competent authorities in the Member States, in order to ensure the uniform application of this Regulation, its implementing rules and any safeguard 
measures pursuanthereto. If during a Commission audit or inspection a serious risk to animal health is identified, the Member State concerned shall 
immediately take all measures necessary to safeguard animal health. As far as imports from third countries are concerned, the provisions applicable to 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/daily-view/C-series/default.html?&ojDate=29052001
https://oeil.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/document-summary?id=703
https://dmsearch.eesc.europa.eu/search/public?k=(documenttype:AC)(documentnumber:0405)(documentyear:2001)(documentlanguage:EN)
http://ec.europa.eu/prelex/liste_resultats.cfm?CL=en&ReqId=0&DocType=CNS&DocYear=2000&DocNum=0181


the importation of products of animal origin from third countries shall comply with or be equivalent to those applicable to the production and marketing 
of Community products.

Products of animal origin intended for human consumption: animal-health 
rules

  2000/0181(CNS) - 15/05/2002 - Text adopted by Parliament, 1st reading/single reading

The European Parliament adopted a resolution drafted by Heinz KINDERMANN (PES, Germany) on products of animal origin intended for human 
consumption. (Please refer to the document dated 03/12/01.) Members stipulated that the Commission must draw up a list of categories of possible 
infringements of the Regulation and determine whether the infringements are punishable by the competent national authorities under criminal or 
administrative law. With regard to the rules applicable to imports, products from third countries must comply with rules on production and marketing of 
Community products. Parliament added that where these rules are stricter than those laid down by the International Office of Epizootic Diseases (OIE), 
specific provisions must make it possible to take account of the extent to which developing countries that export into the EU are able to comply with 
such rules, without endangering the objective of a high level of animal and human health production.
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