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Environment: anti-fouling paints used on ships, prohibition of organotin
compounds

2002/0149(COD) - 14/04/2003 - Final act

OBJECTIVE: To prohibit organotin compounds on ships. COMMUNITY MEASURE: Regulation (EC) 782/2003 of the European Parliament and of the
Council. CONTENT: The Council adopted the regulation with all the amendments adopted by the European Parliament at first reading. The objective of
the regulation is to reduce or eliminate adverse effects on the marine environment and human health caused by organotin compounds, which act as
active biocides in anti-fouling systems used on ships flying the flag of, or operating under the authority of, a Member State and on ships regardless of
the flags they fly, sailing to or from ports of the Member State. Under the regulation, anti-fouling paints used on ships will be prohibited three months
after the entry into force of the new regulation and by 1 July 2003 at the latest for the ships of the Member States and from 1 January 2008 for any ship
sailing to a Community port in order to reduce adverse effects on the environment. ENTRY INTO FORCE: 10/05/2003.
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2002/0149(COD) - 12/07/2002 - Legislative proposal

PURPOSE : to reduce or eliminate adverse effects on the marine environment and human health caused by organotin compounds, which act as active
biocides in anti-fouling systems used on ships flying the flag of, or operating under the authority of, a Member State and on ships, regardless of the flag
they fly, sailing to or from ports of the Member States. CONTENT : in accordance with the policy objectives outlined in the Commission's White Paper
on Transport Policy, this proposal for a regulation of the European parliament and the Council aims to reduce the negative environmental impact of
harmful anti-fouling paints used on ships. The objective to prohibit harmful organotin compounds used in anti-fouling systems on ships on fixed dates
(1 January 2003 for their application on ships and 1 January 2008 for the elimination of the presence of active harmful coatings on ships) will be
achieved through the entry into force of the International Convention on the Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships (AFS-Convention). This
Convention was adopted on 5 October 2001 at a Diplomatic Conference held under the aegis of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO). Most of
the Member States will however be unable to implement this Convention in their national law before 1 January 2003, due to the cumbersome
ratification process. Therefore the proposed Regulation aims to : - put the Member States in the best possible position for ratifying the AFS Convention
and should resolve possible obstacles, which might create an impediment to speedy ratification and thus will contribute to the earliest possible entry
into force of the AFS Convention, - safeguard at Community level the achievement of the main goal of the AFS Convention i.e. the prohibition of the
application of organotin compounds on ships flying the flag of a member State by 1 January 2003 and a complete prohibition of the presence of
organotin compounds on all ships, irrespective of their flag, by 1 January 2008.
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2002/0149(COD) - 20/11/2002 - Text adopted by Parliament, 1st reading/single reading

The European Parliament adopted a resolution by Luciano CAVERI (ELDR, It) making some amendments to the Commission's proposal. The effective
dates have been changed so that, as from three months after the entry into force of the Regulation but no later than 1 July 2003, organotin compounds
which act as biocides in anti-fouling systems, will not be applied or re-applied on ships. Other amendments require the entry into force of the legislation
as soon as possible.
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