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2003/2021(INI) - 19/06/2003 - Text adopted by Parliament, single reading

The European Parliament adopted its own-initiative report drafted by Adriana POLI BORTONE (UEN, Italy) on the 2001 report on ISPA. (Please see
the summary of 21/05/03.) Parliament asked the Commission to make every effort to secure the maximum involvement of private money, so that the
Community contribution can genuinely constitute value added to the action taken by the individual Member States and act as a catalyst capable of
generating development. The Commission must, however, do its utmost to guard against the danger that public- private partnerships may lead to
irregularities or to the illegal funding of private companies. Finally, Parliament stated that expenditure must be closely assessed and the inherent value
of individual projects considered, this being Parliament's main parameter for judging the effectiveness of the entire programme.
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2003/2021(INI) - 30/10/2002

PURPOSE : to present the annual report of the instrument for structural policy for pre-accession (ISPA) 2001. CONTENT : this is the Annual Report on
the activities of the ISPA fund which covers the calendar year 2001. It provides information on the second year of the pre-accession instrument which
was set up as part of Agenda 2000. The report highlights key messages for 2001 : - in 2001, 94 new projects were decided by the Commission.
Community funding of these new projects amounts to over EUR 1.1 billion out of a total cost of EUR 2.3 billion to be co-financed by the ISPA
Beneficiary states and international financial institutions (the EIB and the EBRD, continue to remain key partners for providing co-financing); - together
with the projects already decided in 2000, the Commission approved a total of 169 ISPA projects, amounting to EUR 6.6 billion, of which the EU will
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finance EUR 3.9 billion (64.4 %); - with the decisions taken in 2000 and 2001, the Commission has already allocated about more than 40 % of the
funds foreseen for environmental projects for the whole ISPA period, and more than 60 % that are set aside for the transport sector; - the amounts
committed in 2001 were divided fairly equally between the environmental and transport sectors: 52% of the 2001 budget were allocated to
environmental projects, and 48% for the transport sector. With these commitments the Commission corrected the slight funding inequality between the
two sectors that existed in 2000; - with decisions taken in 2000 and 2001, a total of EUR 59.9 million for 30 TA measures was mobilised to strengthen
the project pipeline for 2002 and beyond, including projects for the Cohesion Fund; - with the signing of the first works contracts, 2001 was the first
year of real progress on the ground; - ISPA is currently implemented through the Decentralised Implementation System (DIS). With this system,
procurement documents are checked in advance (ex ante approval) by the Commission. In 2001, the Commission made technical assistance (TA)
funds available to assist Candidate Countries in taking the necessary measures to analyse and improve the capacity of the national implementing
agencies to manage Community assistance in a fully decentralised manner. In 2001, the Commission undertook systems audits to assess the extent to
which the Candidate Countries have established management and control systems that comply with the requirements defined in the ISPA Regulation.
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