
Basic information

2004/2045(DEC)

DEC - Discharge procedure

Procedure completed

2003 discharge: EC general budget, Economic and social Committee 
ESC

Subject

8.70.03.07 Previous discharges

Key players

European 
Parliament

Committee responsible Rapporteur Appointed

  CONT Budgetary Control STUBB Alexander (PPE-DE) 22/09/2004

Committee for opinion Rapporteur for opinion Appointed

  AFET Foreign Affairs The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  DEVE Development The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  INTA International Trade The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  BUDG Budgets The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  ECON Economic and Monetary Affairs The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  EMPL Employment and Social Affairs The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  ENVI Environment, Public Health and Food Safety The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  ITRE Industry, Research and Energy The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  IMCO Internal Market and Consumer Protection The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28261


  TRAN Transport and Tourism The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  REGI Regional Development The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  AGRI Agriculture and Rural Development The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  PECH Fisheries The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  CULT Culture and Education The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  JURI Legal Affairs The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  LIBE Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  AFCO Constitutional Affairs The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  FEMM Women's Rights and Gender Equality The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.

  PETI Petitions The committee decided not to 
give an opinion.
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2003 discharge: EC general budget, Economic and social Committee ESC
 2004/2045(DEC) - 30/11/2004

PURPOSE : to present the report from the Court of Auditors on the implementation of the budget for the financial year 2003 (Other institutions –
Economic and Social Committee).

CONTENT : in its 27  Annual Report on the 2003 financial year, the Court states that, on the whole, the institutions have made a considerable effort toth

adapt their supervisory systems and controls to the requirements of the new Financial Regulation. Nevertheless, most of them have not succeeded to
implement the changes necessary and weakness have been stated in terms of the legality and regularity of the underlying transactions. These
discrepancies do not however jeopardise the positive character of the State of Assurance (DAS) on the implementation of the budget for the other
institutions.

Concerning the expenditure, the Court highlights that there were no significant discrepancies. It does note that the new supervisory systems and 
controls should have been better applied by all the institutions in order to respect the rules of the new Financial Regulation.

It should be noted that in 2003, the authorising officers by delegation have presented for the first time annual activity reports which provide very useful
information on the working of the control systems. The Court would like these report to be more comprehensive so that they can be used in the
framework of the annual DAS.

More specifically, as regards the execution of the ESC’s budget, the Court highlights some difficulties in the application of control standards. Other
shortcomings have been identified in the area of procurement. Moreover, for staff remunerations, the Court identified weaknesses. Personnel data
were input manually and separately in both the personnel database and the payroll system. As there was no computer link between the two systems,
an automatic reconciliation of data was not possible.

Other discrepancies have been identified on the issue of travel expenses. In three cases, the travel allowance paid to Members of the Economic and
Social Committee was twice the amount set out in the Committee’s own rules. These cases concerned flights from Berlin to Brussels, whose scheduled
duration was less than or equal to one and a half hour. The Committee’s rules lay down that a double travel allowance is paid for travels by plane
lasting more than one and a half hours. It appeared from the audit that the rules were generally not being complied with when the journey had started
in Berlin and some other cities.

Lastly, the Court highlighted a certain number of weak points in the control systems for most budget lines with regard to the application of the new
Financial Regulation.

2003 discharge: EC general budget, Economic and social Committee ESC
  2004/2045(DEC) - 12/04/2005 - Text adopted by Parliament, single reading

The European Parliament adopted a resolution drafted by Alexander STUBB (EPP-ED, FI) granting the

Secretary-General of the European Economic and Social Committee discharge in respect of the implementation of the budget for the 2003 financial
year. (Please see the summary of 17/03/2005.) The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) administered a budget of EUR 81 166 960, of
which 98.12 % had been committed and 92.77 % spent by 31 December 2003.

With further regard to the travel reimbursement rules, Parliament noted that the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) has completed an investigation
into allegations concerning the possible misuse of the committee's travel reimbursement scheme by a member. OLAF has found evidence of "double
reimbursement" and forwarded its findings to the Belgian public prosecutor. Throughout the investigation the EESC fully co-operated with OLAF. The
latter did not question the EESC's financial management system.

2003 discharge: EC general budget, Economic and social Committee ESC
  2004/2045(DEC) - 12/04/2005 - Final act

OBJECTIVE: granting of discharge for implementing the EU’s general budget for 2003 – Economic and Social Committee.

LEGISLATIVE ACT: Decision 2005/535/EC of the European Parliament concerning the discharge for implementing the general budget of the EU for
the 2003 financial year (Section VI– Economic and Social Committee).

CONTENT: With this Decision, the European Parliament grants discharge to the Economic and Social Committee for the implementation of the budget 
for the 2003 financial year.

This decision is in line with the European Parliament’s resolution adopted on 12 April 2005 and comprises a series of observations that form an integral
part of the discharge decision (please refer to the summary of the opinion of 12/04/2005).  

2003 discharge: EC general budget, Economic and social Committee ESC
  2004/2045(DEC) - 01/06/2004 - Non-legislative basic document



PURPOSE : to present the revenue and expenditure account and the balance sheet concerning the activities of the budget for the financial year 2003
(Economic and Social Committee).

CONTENT : this document sets out the amount of expenditure and the balance sheet for the other institutions of the Union (except the Commission) for
the financial year 2003, in particular, the Economic and Social Committee.

The ESC’s 2003 budget amounted to EUR 81 million with 98.1% being committed. The implementation of the budget was marked by the following
elements:

- implementation of 4 priority policies : to optimise the role of the consultative body of the Committee within the European Parliament, the Council and
the Commission; to improve the representativeness of the ESC as a representative of the civil society; strengthen the presence of the ESC in the
debate on the future of Europe; develop the internal structures of the Committee;

- aiming to improve the ESC’s services, to reinforce its working methods and its cooperation with other institutions, to cooperate with the Committee of
the Regions;

- on an operational level : 2003 was marked by the continuation of the work of the Committee which delivered 190 opinions (against 172 in 2002).
Other salient issues can be summarized as follows: the development of interinstitutional cooperation, notably with the EP; the participation in the
debate on the future of Europe; the preparation of enlargement; the strengthening of its communication, services offered to the Members and the
modernization of its internal workings (in particular, in respect of the requirement of the new Financial Regulation).

The Committee highlighted that following the demands of the budgetary authority an amount of EUR 2 million was released in 2003 with a view to
paying the ground rent for the "Belliard 97" building. The ESC stated that it concluded a new rent contract with the Committee of the Regions for the
"Belliard 68" building to be taken account of in 2004.

Lastly, the Committee equally improved its accounting system and updated its inventory of its assets as was requested by the Court of Auditors.
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