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EC/Comoros agreement: tuna fishing, protocol for the period from 1st 
January 2005 to 31st December 2010

 2005/0092(CNS) - 19/09/2005

The Council adopted by a qualified majority a Decision approving the conclusion of an Agreement concerning the provisional application of the Protocol
setting out the fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Agreement between the EU and the Comoros on fishing off the
Comoros for the years 2005 to 2010.

The French, Spanish and Portuguese delegations abstained.

The new Protocol was initialled in November 2004 in order to ensure uninterrupted fishing activities by Community vessels in the Comoran fishing
zone. It will be applicable retroactively from 1 January 2005.

The fishing opportunities set out in the Protocol are allocated for tuna seiners (40 vessels from Spain, France and Italy) and surface longliners (17
vessels from Spain and Portugal).

The EU will pay a financial contribution of EUR 2 340 000 for the whole six year period.

The Agreement will cover an annual catch of 6 000 tonnes of tuna in Comoran waters.

EC/Comoros agreement: tuna fishing, protocol for the period from 1st 
January 2005 to 31st December 2010

  2005/0092(CNS) - 12/05/2005 - Legislative proposal

PURPOSE : to cconclude a new Protocol setting out the tuna fishing opportunities and financial contribution provided for in the Agreement between the
European Economic Community and the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros on fishing off the Comoros for the period from 1 January 2005 to 31
December 2010.

PROPOSED ACT : Council Regulation.

CONTENT : the Protocol to the Fisheries Agreement between the Community and the Comoros expired on 31 December 2004. A new Protocol was
initialled by both parties on 24 November 2004 setting out the technical and financial conditions governing the fishing activities of Community vessels in
Comorian waters during the period 1 January 2005 to 31 December 2010 (6 years).

The new Protocol grants fishing opportunities for 40 tuna seiners and 17 surface longliners.

The financial contribution is fixed at EUR 390 000 per year, covering an annual catch of 6 000 tonnes of tuna in Comorian waters. A large portion of
this amount (60%, or EUR 234 000 per year) is earmarked, under the new partnership approach fixed in the July 2004 Council guidelines on fisheries
agreements, for defining and implementing the sectoral fisheries policy in the Comoros with a view to establishing responsible fishing.

While it is in keeping with the tuna agreements concluded by the Community with certain Indian Ocean countries, this new Protocol reinforces the
concept of responsible, sustainable fisheries and makes it possible to promote a partnership focussing on compliance with the laws and regulations in
force under Comorian fisheries policy. New provisions have been introduced to this end:
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- the exclusivity clause, which prohibits the existence of private licences or other private arrangements outside the scope of the Agreement;

- VMS requirements to reinforce checks on vessels operating in Comorian waters;

- the social clause applicable to local seamen signed on by Community vessels;

- rules on taking on board observers.

Moreover, the new Protocol aims to adjust the costs of the Agreement between the Community and shipowners. The tuna fee for fishermen has been
increased from EUR 25 to EUR 35/tonne, while the Community fee has been reduced from EUR 75 to EUR 65/tonne. This reallocation, already applied
in the tuna agreements in the Pacific, will gradually be applied to all tuna agreements in the Community.

In addition, the proposed Protocol sets out fishing opportunities allocated among the Member States as follows:

- Tuna seiners: Spain: 21 vessels; France: 18 vessels ; Italy: 1 vessel.

- Surface longliners: Spain: 12 vessels; Portugal: 5 vessels.

If licence applications from these Member States do not cover all the fishing opportunities set out in the Protocol, the Commission may take into
consideration licence applications from any other Member State.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS :

- Budget lines concerned : 11 03 01 : International Fishing Agreements. 11 01 04 04: International Fishing Agreements, administrative expenditure.

- Period of application : 01.01.2005-31.12.2010.

- Total financial envelope : between EUR 2.578.000 according to the lowest hypothesis and EUR 4.918.00 according to the highest hypothesis over 6
years.

- Administrative expenditure included in the reference amount (management and technical assistance): EUR 238.000 over the proposed period of
application.

- Administrative expenditure not included in the reference amount : EUR 77.000 per year including human resource expenditures (EUR 65.000 per
year).

EC/Comoros agreement: tuna fishing, protocol for the period from 1st 
January 2005 to 31st December 2010

  2005/0092(CNS) - 06/10/2005 - Final act

PURPOSE: The Conclusion of a fishing Protocol between the European Economic Community and the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros.

LEGISLATIVE ACT: Council Regulation 1660/2005/EC of 6 October 2006 on the conclusion of the Protocol setting our the fishing opportunities and
financial contribution provided for in the Agreement between the European Economic Community and the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros on
fishing off the Comoros for the period from 1 January 2005 to 31 December 2010.

CONTENT:  The new Protocol sets out the fishing opportunities as well as the financial contributions provided for in the Agreement between the EEC
and the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros on fishing off the Comoros. It is to last from 1 January 2005 to 31 December 2010. The fishing
opportunities among the Member States are:

Tuna seiners:

- Spain: 21 vessels         

- France: 18 vessels         

- Italy: 1 vessel         

Surface long-liners:

- Spain: 12 vessels         

- Portugal: 5 vessels         

In cases where licence applications from the Member States listed above do not cover all the fishing opportunities, the Commission may take licence
applications from other Member States into consideration. Those Member States making use of this Protocol are obliged to notify the Commission of
the quantities of each stock taken in the Comorian fishing zone.

As far as the financial contribution is concerned, the following provisions apply:



- The financial contribution will be EUR 2 340 000. The Community will pay the financial contribution at the rate of EUR 390 000 per year. In         

cases where the total quantity of catches exceeds 6000 tonnes per year, the total amount paid by the Community shall be increased by EUR
65 for each additional tonne caught. The total amount paid by the Community will not exceed twice the amount indicated, namely EUR 780
000.

- The fishing opportunities may be increased depending on scientific advice pertaining to the sustainable management of Comorian fish-                 

stocks.

- A share of 60% of the financial contribution shall be put towards defining and implementing a sectoral fisheries policy in the Comoros with a         

view to introducing responsible fishing in its waters.

ENTRY INTO FORCE: The Regulation enters into force on 15 October 2005, whilst the Protocol with its Annexes enters into force on the date on
which the parties notify each other of the completion of procedures necessary for its implementation.

EC/Comoros agreement: tuna fishing, protocol for the period from 1st 
January 2005 to 31st December 2010

  2005/0092(CNS) - 27/09/2005 - Text adopted by Parliament, 1st reading/single reading

The European Parliament adopted a resolution drafted by Carmen  (EPP-ED, ES) approving the proposal under the consultationFRAGA ESTÉVEZ
procedure, subject to a few amendments. (Please see the document dated 30/08/2005.)
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