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EC/Lebanon Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement: accession of
Bulgaria and Romania to the EU. Protocol

2008/0027(NLE) - 14/10/2014 - Legislative proposal

PURPOSE: to conclude a Protocol seeking to take account of the accession Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union.
PROPOSED ACT: Council Decision.

ROLE OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: Council may adopt the act only if Parliament has given its consent to the act.

BACKGROUND: the Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement establishing an Association between the European Community and its
Member States, of the one part, and Lebanon, of the other part, was signed on behalf of the Union and its Member States.

It is now necessary to conclude the Protocol on behalf of the European Union.

CONTENT: this proposed decision calls on the Council to conclude, on behalf of the European Union, the Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean
Agreement establishing an Association between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and Lebanon, of the other part, to
take account of the accession of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania to the Union (AVC/2002/0083).
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2008/0027(NLE) - 11/02/2008

PURPOSE: to include Bulgaria and Romania (2007 enlargement) in the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association between the
European Union and the Republic of Lebanon.

PROPOSED ACT: Council Decision.

CONTENT: the European Community and its Member States, on the one hand, and the Republic of Lebanon, on the other, signed a Euro-
Mediterranean Association Agreement before the enlargement of the European Union to include Bulgaria and Romania, in other words before 1
January 2007 (see AVC/2002/0083).

It is therefore necessary to include a new protocol in the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement to take into account the accession of these two Member
States to the initial Agreement, in accordance with article 6(2) of the Act of Accession annexed to the Treaty of Accession of 25 April 2005.

The Commission therefore negotiated a protocol to the Association Agreement with the Republic of Lebanon which now must be signed on behalf of
the European Community and its Member States.

The accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement must be approved by a simplified procedure (whereby the protocol is to
be concluded by the Council, acting unanimously on behalf of the Member States, and by the third country concerned), as set out in this proposal.

The text of the protocol negotiated with Lebanon is attached. The negotiations were delayed due to the constraints experienced by the Lebanese
administration and their request of clarification even beyond the scope of the protocol before providing their agreement of principle to the text. During
these negotiations it was concluded that no additional trade concessions in agriculture, processed agricultural and fishery products would be added to
the existing Association Agreement (this is normally the case for such protocols). The most important provision of the protocol concerns the accession
of the new Member States to the EU-Lebanon Association Agreement and the inclusion of the new official languages of the EU;

The European Parliament will be called upon to give its assent to the conclusion of this Protocol.
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2008/0027(NLE) - 27/07/2016 - Final act

PURPOSE: to conclude a Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association between the European Community and its
Member States, of the one part, and Lebanon, of the other part, to take account of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union.

NON-LEGISLATIVE ACT: Council Decision (EU) 2016/1218 on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an
Association between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part, and Lebanon, of the other part, to take account of the
accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union.

CONTENT: under this Decision, the Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association between the European Community
and its Member States, of the one part, and Lebanon, of the other part, to take account of the accession of Bulgaria and Romania to the European
Union is hereby approved on behalf of the Union and its Member States.

The Protocol was signed on behalf of the Union and its Member States on 18 June 2015.

ENTRY INTO FORCE: 18.7.2016.

EC/Lebanon Euro-Mediterranean Association Agreement: accession of
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2008/0027(NLE) - 31/05/2016 - Committee report tabled for plenary, 1st reading/single reading

The Committee on Foreign Affairs adopted the report by Ramona Nicole MANESCU (EPP, RO) on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of a
Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part,
and the Republic of Lebanon, of the other part, to take account of the accession of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union.

The committee recommended the European Parliament to give its consent to the conclusion of the Protocol.
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2008/0027(NLE) - 23/06/2016 - Text adopted by Parliament, 1st reading/single reading


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=220922&noticeType=null&language=en

The European Parliament adopted by 498 to 33, with 54 abstentions, a legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of a
Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association between the European Community and its Member States, of the one part,
and the Republic of Lebanon, of the other part, to take account of the accession of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania to the European Union.

In line with the recommendation made by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Parliament gave its consent to the conclusion of the Protocol.
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