Basic information

2016/2921(RSP)

RSP - Resolutions on topical subjects

Resolution on the draft Commission implementing decision renewing the
authorisation for the placing on the market for cultivation of genetically
modified maize MON 810 (MON-J@81Q-6) seeds

Subject

3.10.09.06 Agro-genetics, GMOs

Procedure completed

Key players
European Parliament Committee responsible Rapporteur Appointed
Environment, Climate and Food Safety PIETIKAINEN Sirpa (PPE) 20/09/2016

BALAS Guillaume (S&D) 20/09/2016
BOYLAN Lynn (GUE/NGL) | 20/09/2016
STAES Bart (Verts/ALE) 20/09/2016
EVI Eleonora (EFDD) 20/09/2016
Shadow rapporteur
HUITEMA Jan (ALDE)

Key events

Date Event Reference Summary

06/10/2016 Decision by Parliament T8-0388/2016 Summary

06/10/2016 Results of vote in Parliament l’g‘—|

06/10/2016 End of procedure in Parliament

Technical information

Procedure reference 2016/2921(RSP)

Procedure type RSP - Resolutions on topical subjects
Procedure subtype Resolution on implementing act or powers
Legal basis Rules of Procedure EP 115-p2-3

Stage reached in procedure Procedure completed

Committee dossier ENVI1/8/07688



http://www.europarl.europa.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/EN/envi/home.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124744
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124984
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124779
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2016-0388_EN.html
https://oeil.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/document-summary?id=1457248
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/PV-8-2016-10-06-VOT_EN.html?item=11

Documentation gateway

European Parliament

Document type Committee Reference Date Summary
Motion for a resolution B8-1086/2016 06/10/2016
Text adopted by Parliament, single reading T8-0388/2016 06/10/2016 Summary

European Commission

Document type Reference Date Summary

Commission response to text adopted in plenary SP(2017)67 29/03/2017

Resolution on the draft Commission implementing decision renewing the
authorisation for the placing on the market for cultivation of genetically
modified maize MON 810 (MON-ZJ813-6) seeds

2016/2921(RSP) - 06/10/2016 - Text adopted by Parliament, single reading

The European Parliament adopted by 371 votes to 189, with 40 abstentions, a resolution on the draft Commission implementing decision renewing the
authorisation for the placing on the market for cultivation of genetically modified maize MON 810 (MON-@@81@-6) seeds (D046170/00).

The resolution was tabled by the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety.

Parliament was concerned that the genetically modified maize MON 810 may harm non-targeted lepidopteran species. It also questioned the principle
of ‘acceptable local mortality’ of non-targeted Lepidoptera, introduced by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA).

In its draft implementing decision the Commission claims that, as regards local mortality, EFSA considered two levels of ‘acceptable’ local mortality (0.5
% and 1 %).

However, in its scientific opinion adopted on 28 May 2015 updating risk management recommendations to limit exposure of non-target Lepidoptera of
conservation concern in protected habitats to Bt-maize pollen, EFSA actually clearly states that ‘any specific protection level used here for illustration
by the EFSA GMO Panel is intended as an example only’ and that ‘any threshold applied must, by necessity, be arbitrary and should be subject to
amendment according to the protection goals in operation within the EU’.

Members noted the following points:

® in its draft implementing decision, the Commission chose the level of local mortality of below 0.5 % and provides in its annex for arbitrary
isolation distances of at least 5 metres between a MON 810 maize field and a protected habitat, despite the fact that EFSA clearly states, as
confirmed, that imposing an isolation distance of 20 metres around a protected habitat from the nearest crop of maize Bt11/MON 810, which is
four times further than the distance proposed by the Commission:

® EFSA arbitrarily excluded cross-pollination in maize from the scope of its scientific opinions on MON 810 maize, thereby overlooking the
potential risks to biological diversity;

® in its scientific opinion adopted on 28 May 2015, EFSA stated that currently, there are insufficient data available to allow Bt-related larval
mortality to be put into the context of overall mortality;

e there is a record of continuous lack of enforcement of post-market environmental monitoring, as EFSA observes that the 2014 PMEM report
shows partial non-compliance with the implementation of non-Bt refugia in Spain as observed in previous years;

o the EFSA GMO Panel strongly reiterates in vain each year its recommendations on MON 810 post-market environmental monitoring, namely
to provide more detailed information on the sampling methodology, as well as the importance of national GMO cultivation registers.

On this basis, Parliament considered that the draft Commission implementing decision exceeds the implementing powers provided for in provided for in
Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council on genetically modified food and feed. It also considered the risk
assessment on the cultivation conducted by EFSA to be incomplete and the risk management recommendations proposed by the Commission to be
inadequate.

Accordingly, it called on the Commission to withdraw its draft implementing decision.
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