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EU/Jordan Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation: terms
and conditions for the participation of Jordan in the Partnership for
Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA)

2024/0178(NLE) - 17/12/2025 - Text adopted by Parliament, 1st reading/single reading

The European Parliament adopted by 627 votes to 13, with 5 abstentions, a legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the
Agreement, in the form of an Exchange of Letters, amending and supplementing the Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation between
the European Union and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, setting out the terms and conditions for the participation of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan in the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA).

Parliament gave its consent to the conclusion of the agreement.

The draft Council decision approves the conclusion of an agreement, formalised through an Exchange of Letters, between the European Union and the
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. This agreement amends and supplements the existing EU-Jordan Agreement on scientific and technological
cooperation. The agreement aligns its participation with the new terms introduced under Horizon Europe. It will ensure compliance with the updated
legal and financial framework. This step will allow Jordan to remain fully engaged in the partnership until 2031, guaranteeing continuity of cooperation
and joint work on shared challenges.

PRIMA has proven to be an effective framework for fostering scientific cooperation in the Mediterranean, addressing pressing challenges such as
sustainable agro-food systems and integrated water management.

In light of the proven benefits of PRIMA, representing a vital pillar of this deepened partnership, translating political commitments into concrete
scientific collaboration that addresses shared challenges, Jordan’s longstanding engagement and the broader geopolitical importance of sustained
cooperation with Southern Neighbourhood partners, this agreement will ensure continuity of a proven partnership, strengthen the EU's engagement
with a key regional partner and reinforces the Union's commitment to addressing shared Mediterranean challenges through collaborative science,
contributing simultaneously to research excellence, regional stability and development.

EU/Jordan Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation: terms
and conditions for the participation of Jordan in the Partnership for
Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA)

2024/0178(NLE) - 08/09/2026 - Final act

This is Council Decision (EU) 2026/1950 of 10 July 2026 on the conclusion of the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of Letters amending and
supplementing the Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation between the European Union and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The
purpose of the Decision is to approve, on behalf of the Union, the updated terms and conditions for Jordan's participation in the Partnership for
Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA).

Background

PRIMA was established by Decision (EU) 2017/1324 under Horizon 2020, the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, for a period until
31 December 2028. Jordan is one of 19 Participating States in PRIMA, having previously concluded an agreement on scientific and technological
cooperation (the PRIMA Agreement), which remains in force for as long as Decision (EU) 2017/1324 is in force.

Decision (EU) 2024/1167 extended PRIMA's overall duration until 31 December 2031 and provided for Jordan to continue as a Participating State
under Horizon 2020. It also allowed Jordan to be considered a Participating State for activities under Horizon Europe, the current Framework
Programme for Research and Innovation established by Regulation (EU) 2021/695, subject to the conclusion of an agreement updating the terms of
Jordan's participation. Since Jordan expressed interest in continuing its participation under Horizon Europe, it needed to formally accept updated terms
and conditions.

Negotiation and Signature

On 9 November 2023, the Council adopted Decision (EU) 2023/2621, authorising the Commission to negotiate the amending agreement with Jordan,
alongside similar agreements for Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon and Morocco. Negotiations were finalised on 15 February 2024. Following Council Decision
(EU) 2024/2875, the Agreement was signed on behalf of the Union on 7 July 2025, subject to its conclusion at a later date.

Content of the Decision

The Decision approves the Agreement on behalf of the Union. It mandates the Commission to proceed, on behalf of the Union, with the notification
provided for in the Agreement, in order to express the Union's consent to be bound by it. The text of the Agreement will be published together with the
Decision on its conclusion.

European Parliament's Role



The Decision was adopted on the basis of Article 186 and Article 218(6)(a)(v) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), following
the consent of the European Parliament.

Entry into Force

The Decision entered into force on the date of its adoption, 10 July 2026. It was published in the Official Journal on 8 September 2026.
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