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EU/Lebanon Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation setting
out the terms and conditions for participation of Lebanon in the Partnership
for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA):
amendment and supplement

2024/0324(NLE) - 26/03/2026 - Text adopted by Parliament, 1st reading/single reading

The European Parliament adopted by 618 votes to 6, with 5 abstentions, a legislative resolution on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of the
Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Lebanon, in the form of an Exchange of Letters, amending and supplementing the
Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation between the European Union and the Republic of Lebanon, setting out the terms and conditions
for the participation of the Republic of Lebanon in the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA).

The European Parliament gave its consent to the conclusion of the agreement.

As a reminder, the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA) aims to build research and innovation capacities and
to develop knowledge and common innovative solutions in the Mediterranean area. PRIMA has proven to be a successful instrument for fostering
international cooperation in research and innovation, focusing on the fields of water management, farming systems and the food value chain. In the
Mediterranean, a region of strategic geopolitical relevance for the Union, PRIMA serves as a strong example of science diplomacy.

Lebanon has long been actively participating in regional scientific networks and has expressed strong interest in expanding collaboration with
European research frameworks. Lebanon is among the 19 Participating States in PRIMA. Since acceding to PRIMA in 2018, Lebanon has taken part in
42 out of 269 projects funded under the instrument.

The proposed Council Decision on the Agreement will enable Lebanon to continue its full participation in the partnership, ensuring the continuity of
cooperation and sustained joint efforts to address common challenges. The Agreement is also consistent with wider EU-Lebanon cooperation
priorities, notably economic recovery, youth engagement, and the promotion of innovation ecosystems and entrepreneurship.

EU/Lebanon Agreement for scientific and technological cooperation setting
out the terms and conditions for participation of Lebanon in the Partnership
for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA):
amendment and supplement

2024/0324(NLE) - 22/07/2026 - Final act

Council Decision (EU) 2026/1414 of 21 April 2026 concerns the conclusion, on behalf of the European Union, of an Agreement between the European
Union and the Republic of Lebanon, in the form of an Exchange of Letters, amending and supplementing the Agreement for scientific and technological
cooperation between the European Union and the Republic of Lebanon. That underlying Agreement sets out the terms and conditions for Lebanon's
participation in the Partnership for Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA).

Background

PRIMA was established by Decision (EU) 2017/1324 under Horizon 2020, originally for a period until 31 December 2028. Lebanon is one of 19
Participating States in PRIMA, having concluded an agreement for scientific and technological cooperation setting out the terms of its participation (the
PRIMA Agreement), which remains in force for as long as Decision (EU) 2017/1324 is in force.

Decision (EU) 2024/1167 extended PRIMA's overall duration until 31 December 2031 and allowed Lebanon to continue participating under Horizon
Europe, subject to the conclusion of an amending agreement in the form of an exchange of letters. Lebanon expressed its interest in continuing its
participation under Horizon Europe and therefore needed to formally accept the updated terms and conditions.

Negotiation and Signature

On 9 November 2023, the Council adopted Decision (EU) 2023/2621 authorising the Commission to negotiate the amending agreement. Negotiations
were successfully concluded on 22 July 2024. Following Council Decision (EU) 2025/521 of 10 March 2025, the Agreement was signed on 8
December 2025, subject to its conclusion at a later date.

Content of the Decision

The Decision approves the Agreement on behalf of the Union. The text of the Agreement itself is published separately in the Official Journal (OJ L,
2026/1415, 29 June 2026). The date on which the Agreement itself enters into force will be published separately in the Official Journal by the General
Secretariat of the Council.

Role of the European Parliament



The Decision was adopted following the consent of the European Parliament given on 26 March 2026.

Entry into Force

The Decision entered into force on the date of its adoption, 21 April 2026. It was published in the Official Journal on 22 July 2026.

This summary was Al-generated and human-reviewed.
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