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Appointment of the European Chief Prosecutor
  2025/0803(NLE) - 10/03/2026 - Text adopted by Parliament, 1st reading/single reading

The European Parliament decided by 435 votes to 112, with 46 abstentions, to appoint Andrés Ritter as the European Chief Prosecutor of the
European Public Prosecutor's Office.

On 3 December 2025, after having received the opinion of its Budgetary Control Committee, its Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee
voted in support of Mr Andrés Ritter as the Parliament’s preferred candidate for the position of the European Chief Prosecutor of the EPPO. Moreover,
on the same day, the Committee of Permanent Representatives of the Governments of the Member States (Coreper) established a position in support
of the appointment of Mr. Andrés Ritter as European Chief Prosecutor of the EPPO.

Both its Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee and Coreper supported the same candidate as their preferred candidate, and therefore a
common accord on the appointment of Mr. Andrés Ritter as European Chief Prosecutor of the EPPO was reached.

Appointment of the European Chief Prosecutor
  2025/0803(NLE) - 01/04/2026 - Final act

Decision (EU) 2026/800 appoints Mr Andrés RITTER as European Chief Prosecutor of the European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO).

Non-legislative act

Decision (EU) 2026/800 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 March 2026 appointing the European Chief Prosecutor of the European
Public Prosecutor's Office.

https://oeil.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/document-summary?id=1896472
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/LIBE-PR-782259_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-10-2026-0027_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-10-2026-0062_EN.html
https://oeil.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/document-summary?id=1891573
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/EN/documents/public-register/public-register-search/?DocumentNumber=79%2F25&DocumentTypes=LEGISLATIVE+ACTS+AND+OTHER+INSTRUMENTS
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/search.html?LP_INTER_CODE_NUM=0803*&SUBDOM_INIT=LEGAL_PROCEDURE&DTS_SUBDOM=LEGAL_PROCEDURE&DTS_DOM=EU_LAW&lang=en&locale=en&type=advanced&LP_INTER_CODE_YEAR=2025
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/smartapi/cgi/sga_doc?smartapi!celexplus!prod!CELEXnumdoc&lg=EN&numdoc=32026D0800
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/daily-view/L-series/default.html?&ojDate=01042026


Content

Mr Andrés RITTER is appointed European Chief Prosecutor of the EPPO, serving as a temporary agent at grade AD 15. His term of office runs from 1
November 2026 for a non-renewable period of seven years. The appointment follows the expiry on 31 October 2026 of the mandate of Ms Laura
Codruța KÖVESI, who was the first European Chief Prosecutor of the EPPO.

Procedural context

The appointment is made by common accord of the European Parliament and the Council, as required by Article 14 of Council Regulation (EU) 2017
/1939. An open call for candidates was published on 28 April 2025. A selection panel drew up a shortlist of four candidates on 8 October 2025, ranking
them by qualifications and experience, though that ranking was not binding on the two institutions. On 3 December 2025, the Civil Liberties, Justice
and Home Affairs Committee of the European Parliament, acting in association with the Budgetary Control Committee and after holding a public
hearing of the four shortlisted candidates, voted in support of Mr RITTER as Parliament's preferred candidate. On the same date, the Council
established its position in support of his appointment. Both institutions then assessed the respective merits of the candidates before reaching common
accord.

Entry into force

The Decision enters into force on the third day following its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. It was published on 1 April 2026
and therefore entered into force on 4 April 2026.
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