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2025/2256(INI) - 17/06/2026 - Text adopted by Parliament, single reading
The European Parliament adopted by 381 votes to 107, with 171 abstentions, a resolution on the 2025 Commission report on Turkiye.
The accession process cannot be restarted without tangible progress.

Parliament welcomed the long-standing aspirations of the majority of the Turkish people regarding EU membership and the maintenance of Tirkiye
candidate status, despite the persistent lack of progress and political will. It stressed, however, that any development in the accession process requires
tangible progress in respecting the rule of law and democratic processes, and believes that without such progress, Turkiye's EU accession process
cannot be revived.

Members noted with regret that, despite repeated statements by the Turkish government reiterating its commitment to the goal of EU accession,
serious and persistent concerns regarding shortcomings in the accession process have not been addressed, particularly the ongoing erosion of human
rights and civil society space. Furthermore, a further decline in the rule of law and a deterioration of fundamental rights have been observed very
recently, continuing the trend that has pushed the country towards an authoritarian model over the past decade. This persistent inaction is a clear
indication of the Turkish government's lack of genuine political will for reform or for reviving the accession process.

Parliament reaffirmed its firm conviction that, beyond the accession process, which is currently at a standstill due to non-compliance with the
Copenhagen criteria and the lack of democratic reforms, Tirkiye is a country of strategic importance, a NATO ally, and a country with which the EU
maintains relations at several levels. It stressed the importance of maintaining a constructive dialogue and deepening cooperation in areas of mutual
strategic interest, particularly with regard to Cyprus.

The way forward

Parliament affirmed that the Turkish government has not taken the necessary steps to address the fundamental democratic shortcomings within the
country and therefore maintains its view that Tlrkiye’'s EU accession process cannot resume under the current circumstances. It took note of recent
calls by figures in the Turkish opposition for the reopening of accession negotiations but hesitates to support them unless the Turkish government gives
a clear signal of its willingness to re-engage with the EU through concrete and credible actions

Members reiterated that, as with any other candidate country, the accession process is conditional upon full compliance with the Copenhagen criteria
and the normalisation of relations with all EU Member States. They stressed that, in order to move towards closer cooperation between the EU and
Turkiye, it is essential that Turkiye demonstrate a constructive attitude, including on the Cyprus issue.

Parliament continued to urge the Turkish government to engage constructively with the EU institutions and Member States, and to pursue its efforts
towards a closer, more dynamic, and more strategic partnership, based on the relevant conclusions of the Council and the European Council. It
stressed the need to initiate a process of reflection on how this new, constructive and progressive framework for EU-Turkey relations, grounded in
respect for democratic principles, the rule of law, and fundamental rights, can take into account the interests of all parties involved. Members
suggested strengthening the EU-Tirkiye partnership by, for example, the modernisation and enhancement of the current Association Agreement.

Parliament warned that a continued erosion of democracy and the rule of law in the near future will only further distance Turkey from the EU. It believes
it is in the EU's interest to reassess how Turkey can remain anchored to the Union, not only in terms of standards, but also in terms of values and
principles.

Concerned by the gradual establishment of a new autocratic regime on the EU's doorstep, Members urged all EU institutions and Member States to
condemn the ongoing democratic backsliding and human rights violations in Turkey, particularly the dismantling of pluralist democracy. They reaffirmed
their unwavering commitment to maintaining support for Turkey's independent civil society.

Parliament expressed hope for a change of course in the Turkish government's engagement on the fundamental issues at the core of the EU
accession process, which would allow the EU-Turkey relationship to evolve towards a closer partnership, with the perspective of a possible future
reopening of the accession process.
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2025/2256(INI) - 21/04/2026 - Committee report tabled for plenary, single reading
Report on the 2025 Commission Report on Tiirkiye (A10-0106/2026)

This report, drawn up by the Committee on Foreign Affairs under rapporteur Nacho Sanchez Amor, assesses Turkiye's progress as an EU candidate
country on the basis of the Commission's 2025 enlargement report. It concludes that the accession process cannot be resumed in the current
circumstances, given the continued and deepening democratic backsliding in Turkiye, while calling for a closer strategic partnership beyond the frozen
accession framework. The report was adopted by the committee on 15 April 2026 by 44 votes in favour, 10 against and 17 abstentions, and contains a
motion for a European Parliament resolution.

State of the Accession Process

The report proposes that Parliament reaffirm that EU accession negotiations, effectively at a standstill since 2018, cannot be resumed in the absence
of tangible progress on the rule of law and democratic standards. It acknowledges the pro-European aspirations of a significant part of Turkish society



and takes note of recent calls by Turkish opposition figures for renewed engagement, while remaining sceptical of supporting such calls without a clear
signal of genuine political will from the Turkish Government. The report stresses the merit-based and non-transactional nature of the accession
process, which is contingent on fulfilment of the Copenhagen criteria, and invites the Turkish Government to move from rhetoric to concrete action.

Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights

The report expresses grave concern at the continuing erosion of the rule of law and judicial independence in Turkiye. It strongly condemns the arrest
and detention of Istanbul Mayor Ekrem imamoglu, the dismissal and arrest of 28 elected opposition mayors, and the replacement of 11 of them with
government-appointed trustees. It calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all arbitrarily detained individuals, including former HDP co-
chairs Selahattin Demirtas and Figen Yiksekdag and human rights defender Osman Kavala, and urges Tirkiye to implement all judgments of the
European Court of Human Rights. The report also deplores the intensifying prosecution of journalists, the shrinking space for civil society, ongoing
violations of LGBTI+ rights, high levels of gender-based violence and femicide, and severe prison overcrowding. It calls on the Vice-President of the
Commission / High Representative to consider targeted restrictive measures under the EU Global Human Rights Sanctions Regime against Turkish
officials responsible for serious human rights violations.

Socio-Economic Affairs, Sustainability and Regional Cooperation

The report welcomes Turkiye's macroeconomic stabilisation efforts and its removal from the FATF grey list, while noting that the erosion of the rule of
law undermines investor confidence. It calls on Tirkiye to implement its international anti-corruption obligations and to address persistent labour
market challenges, including restrictions on trade union rights. On climate, the report deplores Tirkiye's poor performance on emissions reduction and
calls for a coal phase-out pathway, noting Tlrkiye's role as host of the 2026 UN Climate Change Conference. On migration, the report supports
continued EU funding for refugees in Tirkiye and calls for compliance with human rights standards in EU-funded removal centres. It strongly
condemns Tirkiye's continued military presence in northern Syria and calls for respect for Syria's sovereignty and territorial integrity.

EU-Tiirkiye Relations and the Cyprus Question

The report reaffirms that Tlrkiye remains a country of strategic relevance and a NATO ally, and supports deepening cooperation in areas of mutual
interest in a phased, proportionate and reversible manner, in line with the April 2024 European Council conclusions. It calls for the modernisation of the
EU-Turkiye customs union, subject to strong conditionality on human rights, international law and good neighbourly relations, and for the extension of
programmes such as roaming and Horizon Europe participation. The report reiterates its strong condemnation of Turkiye's violations of the sovereignty
and sovereign rights of EU Member States, including Greece and Cyprus, and calls for a resumption of UN-led reunification negotiations on Cyprus on
the basis of a bi-communal, bi-zonal federation. It urges Tirkiye to abandon its proposal for a two-state solution and to reverse its illegal actions in
Varosha. The report also expresses concern at Turkiye's record-low alignment with the EU's common foreign and security policy, its close ties with
Russia and Iran, and its application for BRICS+ membership, which it considers fundamentally incompatible with the EU accession process.
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